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Class Description 
While the current events and the busyness of living in the moment are demanding and 
competing for our attention, while the future both near and afar seem more uncertain 
than ever before, it is precisely the time however, when we, the followers of Christ should 
look back at the history of our faith in order to find encouragement, peace and hope. 
Here are three ways in which the History of Christianity can comfort our minds and 
hearts (Romans 15:4) 
From a Theological perspective, our history is HIStory. Our God has full and absolute 
sovereignty over time, events and circumstances. His unfolding story written both in 
Scripture and history books are proof that in the midst of chaos and confusion our God is 
fully in control and in accordance with His perfect will and wisdom. (Daniel 2:20-23) 
From a practical perspective, while it is true that the smart man learns from his own 
experience, the wise man learns from the history of many with similar experience. Let’s 
be wise and take the advice of Job’s friend Bildad the Shuhite "Ask the former 
generations and find out what their fathers learned, for we were born only yesterday 
and know nothing, and our days on earth are but a shadow. Will they not instruct you 
and tell you? Will they not bring forth words from their understanding?" (Job 8:8-10). 
Last but not least, the study of our history can teach us how to recognize the warnings 
preceding a drifting away from God and sound doctrine, most of the time with dire 
consequences.  
 
 
 
 



History of Christianity 
1. November 5- Why study the history of our faith 
-What is the History of Christianity and why must we study it? 
 -A revealing exercise?! 
 -Reasons to study our history 
-Methodology of study; Historical landscape, markers and prominent figures 
 -The Orient Express illustration  

2. November 12-The Persecution of Christians 33-313 AD 

- Three centuries of persecution – An overview  
- Why God allowed the Church to be persecuted? 
- Two types of Persecuted Christians; The Martyrs and the Lapsis 

3. November 26-The Word the World and the SWord 476 -1453 AD 
- The Word and Jerome, Gregory the Great, Thomas Aquinas 
- The “marriage” between the World and the Church- Pope Leo III and King Charles the Great 
- The Sword; Crusades, Inquisition and Islam 

4. December 3-The Reformers and Remonstrators 1517-1647  
- The heresy of the Catholic Church and the need for Reformation 
- Two types of long lasting Reformation Theologies; Calvinism and Arminianism  

5. December 10-The Great Awakenings 1735- 1906  
- Three types of awakenings; Dogma, Reason and Pietism   
- The American Christian Landscape- Faith and politics in the Thirteen Colonies  
- From Methodism to Pentecostalism; A spiritual revival of the heart 

6. December 17-The rise and significance of the Non’s and Nones 1970’-Present 
- The Contemporary Church – An overview  
- The rise of the Non-Denominational (Mega) Churches 
- The rise of the None Affiliated  

 
Class Format (75-80 minutes): 
-40 minutes - Teaching of the historical period; Historical Landscape, events and prominent 
people 
-35 minutes -  Discussion based on the following questions: 
 -What did God teach His people during that particular time frame    
 -What are the lessons that God is teaching us based on that time period  
 -In what ways should these lessons affect our faith and walk with Christ 

-Questions will be emailed during the week prior to the lesson 
References: 
- Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the ESV, 2001 
-The Story of Christianity, Justo L. Gonzales Volume 1,2, Harper Collins, 2012 
-Church History (In plain language) Bruce L. Shelley, 4th Edition, Thomas Nelson 2008, 2013 
-Turning Points, Mark A. Noll 3Rd Edition, Baker Publishing, 2012 
-Moody Handbook of Theology, Paul Enns, Moody Publishers, 2008  


