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Course Description 
A third of the Lord’s teachings recorded in the Gospels are expressed in the form of parables. Yet, throughout its 
long hermeneutical history the Parables of Jesus remained a genre that eluded scholarly consensus in regard to 
interpretation. For nineteen hundred years the church interpreters sought their meaning almost exclusively through 
allegorical interpretation. Unfortunately, the hermeneutical quest for biblical meaning was too often overshadowed 
by the interpreter’s own quest to uncover the “hidden” allegories in the words of Jesus. Nevertheless, the allegorical 
method remained unchallenged until the nineteenth century when liberal scholars completely rejected the use of 
any type of allegory and adopted a method of identifying the one major spiritual truth emerging from any parable 
story; the Parable of the Prodigal Son therefore teaches about the father’s loving compassion for the lost son.  At the 
dawn of the twentieth century however, an emerging wave of conservative scholars sought not only to discredit the 
liberal moralization of the parables but also to develop new hermeneutical methods that took in consideration the 
original biblical text, cultural context and Jewish theology to point to the central truth common to all parables; the 
Lord’s proclamation and teaching of the Kingdom of God.(Luke 4:43) The parables of Jesus therefore, are simple life 
stories wrapped in Kingdom theology. The non-historical characters, plots and imagery serve the purpose of 
revealing ways in which the “kingdom of God is…” righteous, holy and eternal. Such parable studies from a Kingdom 
centered perspective led to several theological movements such as Kingdom’s ethics, Kingdom’s social justice, or the 
most common, the Kingdom’s eschatological perspective. However, the one perspective that stands above all as a 
priority both scripturally and theologically is the Kingdom’s Gospel perspective. The entrance to the Kingdom is 
afforded after all only through salvation; “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe 
in the gospel.” (Mark 1:15) Through the Gospel perspective, the message unfolding and emerging out of the Lord’s 
parables, is not merely anecdotal but seeks a real-life response; does not seek to merely stimulate the audience’s 
theatrical emotions but to demand a response to the Gospel’s convicting power. The response to the Gospel’s 
universal message makes the parables equally relevant to both the hearers surrounding Jesus and all hearers across 
history. The Gospel lessons and warnings of the parabolic message is equally convicting to all hearers of all times 
because the Kingdom of God is still unfolding, still at work today, and still with eternal consequences (Matthew 
24:14) 

 “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” Matthew 11:15 
 
 
 
 



 
The Parables of Jesus  
Gospel Lessons and Warnings for the contemporary hearer 
Week # 1 (October 7)  
-What is a Biblical Parable? - Difficulties in genre definition and classification 
-Context, Context, Context- The key to parabolic interpretation (example: The Parable of the Good Samaritan) 
-Who’s the intended audience of the parables? The biblical and contemporary “crowd” 

Week # 2 (October 14)  
- Why Jesus spoke in Parables? – Scriptural and Theological perspectives; lessons and warnings 
- The Parable and the Kingdom of God – Teaching a “New” kind of Kingdom Theology 
- The Gospel in the Parables of the Kingdom- A Soteriological perspective   

Week # 3 (October 21)   
- Gospel lessons and warnings on Salvation;  

• The Parables of the Lost Sheep, Lost Coin and Lost Son (Luke 15) 

• The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18) 

Week # 4 (October 28)   
- Gospel lessons and warnings on Evangelism;  

• The Parable of the Sower (Mat 13, Mark 4, Luke 8) 

• The Parable of the Wicked Tenants (Mat 21, Mark 12, Luke 20) 

• The Parables of the Hidden Lamp (Mat 5, Mark 4, Luke 8, 11) 

 Week # 5 (November 4)  

- Gospel lessons and warnings on Sanctification; Prayer 

• The Parables of the Persistent Widow (Luke 18) 

• The Parable of the Importunate Friend (Luke 11) 

Week # 6 (November 11)  
- Gospel lessons and warnings on Sanctification: Stewardship 

• The Parable of the Rich Farmer (Luke 12) 

• The Parable of the Shrewd Manager (Luke 16) 

• The Parable of the Unforgiving Lender (Mat 18) 

Week # 7 (November 18-December 2)  
- Gospel lessons and warnings on the Lord’s Second Coming 

• The Parables of the Talents and the Minas (Mat 25, Luke 19) 

Week # 8 (December 9)  
- Gospel lessons and warnings on Eschatology 

• The Parable of the two Watchful Servants (Mat 13, Luke 12)  
 
 

Resources: 
• -Interpreting The Parables; Second Edition Craig L. Blomberg InterVarsity Press 2012 

• -All The Parables of the Bible; Herbert Lockyer Zondervan 1963 

• -The Parables of Jesus; A guide of understanding and applying the Stories Jesus told; R.T Kendall, 2006 

• -The Parables of Jesus; Lessons in the Life from the Master Teacher J. Dwight Pentecost Kregel 1982 

• -The Parables of Jesus; James Montgomery Boice Moody Publishers 2016  

• -The Parables; Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation Brad H. Young, Baker Academic 2012 


