
Teacher’s Devotional
What’s one thing you would change about yourself if you could? Have
you ever thought that a characteristic which you don’t like might actu-
ally be a gift God has given you? When Amy Carmichael was a young
girl, she was the only one in her family with brown eyes. This dis-
turbed her greatly! She even prayed for God to change her eye color.
But years later, God had called her to India. She was saving children
from temple prostitution and providing them a home. She realized
then how much more quickly accepted, how much more easily con-
nected she was to these children, because of her brown eyes—the 
very thing she’d wanted God to change.  

In the same way, God has gifted each of us with gifts we might not recognize—or gifts that we trivialize because they aren’t valued by
others. But think again as you re-read the parable of the talents.  Take some time to list your own characteristics, ways you relate to
others, abilities you’ve developed. Write out a second column beside this list of the ways God has used those things to build His King-
dom and do His work through you. (The fact that you’re even reading this means you’ve been willing to use the gifts God has given
you!) Let the reality of what God is doing in your life encourage you—because it is not about you or how great you are; it’s all about
Him and how great HE is. And He is not finished with His work through you!

Be observant of the kids you teach this week. As you talk about the gifts God has given each of them, invite His Spirit to help you discern
their gifts and talents so that you can encourage each one to fulfill the words of today’s command to use whatever gifts they have re-
ceived to serve others. It may not make them rich, famous or beautiful—but it will fulfill God’s purpose in their lives and give them joy
beyond anything they can anticipate! 

Lesson 13

TALENTS
Matthew 25:14-30

God’s Word
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others.” 

1 Peter 4:10
For Younger Children:
“God made you and wants 

you to serve others.”

God’s Word & Me
God created us as unique people who can use His gifts to serve others. 

USE YOUR

GIFTS
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Planning Page
Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for sched-
ule tips and pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and younger children). Also plan who will lead each center (for
staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the reproducible planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.

Bible Story Center

Bible Story
Talents • Matthew 25:14-30

Adventure Box (Younger Child)
Use props (large grocery bag, a medium-sized grocery 

bag and a small grocery bag, each stuffed nearly 
full with newspaper) to demonstrate story action

Adventure Box (Older Child)
Use props (five grocery bags and real or 
plastic coins) to demonstrate story action

Game Center

Younger Child Option 
Collect hidden coins and talk about 
ways to use abilities to help others

Materials

Bible, coins, lunch-size bag

Older Child Option
Play catch with grocery bags, repeating 1 Peter 4:10, and 

then talk about ways of using abilities to serve others

Materials

Bible, masking tape, plastic grocery bags 
(one for each pair of children), small ball

Art Center

Younger Child Option
Make unique constructions and talk about the 
unique ways God has made us to help others

Materials

Bible, a variety of craft construction materials 
(cardboard tubes; craft sticks; various lengths of 

straws, yarn and/or chenille wire; buttons; yarn lengths; 
etc.), construction paper scraps, glue, tape, scissors

Older Child Option
Make name silhouettes, illustrating and discussing ways 

situations in which kids can use their abilities to serve others

Materials 

Bible, construction paper, several rulers, 
scissors, pencils, markers

Coloring/Puzzle Center

Younger Child Option 
Review the Bible story while completing coloring page 

Materials

Lesson 13 Coloring Page (p. 225) for each child, crayons

Older Child Option
Review 1 Peter 4:10 while completing puzzle page 

Materials

Lesson 13 Puzzle Page (p. 226) for each child, pencils

Worship Center

For the Younger and Older Child
Participate in large-group activities to review 

Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials

Bibles, Lesson 13 Pattern Page (p. 224), Parable Quest CD-ROM
and CD player, song charts (pp. 246, 248), two to four objects 
that children can use to serve others (plastic cup, individually
wrapped snack, marker, baseball, etc.), wrapping paper, tape
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Bonus Theme Ideas
Bonus Theme Ideas can be used at any time during this session: as an additional activity center, to extend the session
for a longer time, or for added theme excitement. 

Rainforest Experiment

Ahead of time, place a small amount of each of the following spices in a

small closed container (bowl with lid, film canister, etc.): ginger, vanilla, pep-

per, cinnamon, allspice, paprika. Invite children to smell each of these spices

that come from plants grown in the rainforest. Then, demonstrate this exper-

iment with pepper and salt. Place some salt and ground pepper on a plate.

Rub an inflated balloon against your hair. Moving slowly, hold the balloon

over the salt and pepper to see the pepper jump up and attach to the balloon.

Add more pepper to the plate and repeat. (Optional: Provide enough supplies

for groups of four children to complete the experiment.)

Parable Quest Awards

Use a certificate (see p. 229) to create a Parable Quest Award for each

child who attended Parable Quest. (Optional: To each award, attach a

balloon in which you have inserted a slip of paper on which is printed

one of the lesson shout-outs [see p. 1 of each lesson]. Also create thank-

you awards for leaders and helpers.) Present the awards to children as

part of a large-group gathering, or as children are dismissed. Show

video or display pictures of children participating in the activities of

Parable Quest. 

Trail Mix Cones

Give each child an empty ice-cream cone. Provide a variety of trail mix items

(pretzel sticks, small candies, sunflower seeds, raisins, mini-marshmallows,

etc.) in separate bowls. Place several small plastic spoons in each bowl. Each

child scoops a spoonful or two of each item into cone as desired. 

Post a note alerting parents
to the use of food. Also, check

registration forms
for possible food
allergies.
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Bible Story Center for younger children • Matthew 25:14-30

Introduction
Welcome your rainforest explorers by saying I’m going to name something
that lives in the rainforest. If it is something small, squat and make
yourself small. If I name something that is middle-sized, stand up
and put your hands on your hips. If I name something that is VERY
big, stand on your tiptoes and put your hands in the air as high as
you can! In random order, name small things like tree frogs, ants and baby
fish; name larger things like monkeys or jaguars; name very large things like
tall trees, the Amazon River and rainclouds. Then show Adventure Box. What
do you think is in our Adventure Box today? Let’s find out! Untie
box. Remove items from box and use them to demonstrate story action as
you tell the story.

Tell the Story
Jesus had told His friends that He was going away someday. He wanted them to know what to do while He was gone. This is a story
Jesus told to help His friends know what He wanted them to do.

A very rich man was getting ready to go on a trip. Before he left, he called three of his workers. (Beckon.)

The rich man gave the first worker a BIG bag of money. (Set out largest grocery bag.) The next worker got less money, but it was still a
LOT. (Set out medium grocery bag.) Then, the man gave another worker a smaller bag of money—but it was still a lot of money, too!
(Set out smallest bag.) Then the rich man left on his trip.

The first worker went right to work! He said, “I’ll use this BIG bag of money to make MORE money for my master!” And that’s what he
did! He did such a good job that he made another BIG bag of money. (Hold up largest grocery bag.) Now he had twice as much! 

The second worker went right to work, too! He used every bit of the money and worked and worked. Soon, he had TWO middle-sized
bags of money. (Hold up medium grocery bag.) He had made twice as much as he started with! 

The third worker didn’t want to DO anything with the money. He was afraid it would get lost or stolen. So the worker dug a deep hole
and BURIED the bag of money. (Place small bag behind your back.)

After a very long time, the rich man returned. He sent for his workers. The worker who had the biggest bag of money came first. He was
EXCITED to give the rich man the TWO big bags of money! “Great job! You worked hard!” the man said. (Clap hands.)

Then the second worker came. He was glad to give the rich man TWO middle-sized bags of money! The man was very happy. “Great
job! You worked hard, too!” he said. (Clap hands.)

Then the last worker came. He told the rich man, “Here it is—the very same bag of money you gave me. I took care of it!” 

The rich man was angry! He said he wanted his money to be used, not hidden away. The man sent the worker away. 

God’s Word & Me
Jesus told this story to show us that God wants us to use the special way
He made us to help other people. The Bible says, “God made you and
wants you to serve others.” You don’t have to wait to be a grown-up to
do good things. God made you able to do good things and to help others
right now! When we help others, we show that we love Him. Pray, Dear
God, thank You for the gifts You give us. We want to help others and 

show we love You. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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USE YOUR

GIFTS

In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, a large gro-
cery bag, a medium-sized grocery bag
and a small grocery bag, each stuffed
nearly full with newspaper. Tie rope or
brown yarn around the box or crate. 

Adventure Box
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Bible Story Center for older children • Matthew 25:14-30

Introduction
Let’s have a quick quiz. If your answer is “yes,” stand and pat your
head. If your answer is “no,” sit and wiggle your fingers in front of
you. Say, I have some money with me right now. Children respond as in-
structed. Repeat with other sentences: I have a savings account at a bank. 
I spend money as soon as I get it. My parents have invested money
for me. I have a college fund. I have a piggy bank. I hide my money
to keep it safe. I know what the word “interest” means. (Explain terms
as needed.) Today we’re going to hear about some people who did
different things with a LARGE amount of money they were given.

What do you think is in our Adventure Box today? Let’s find
out! Untie box. Remove items from box and use them to demonstrate
story action as you tell the story.

Tell the Story
Today, the word “talent” means an ability or skill a person has. But in
Bible times, the word “talent” meant a large amount of money in the form of
gold or silver coins. But the meaning of the word changed because of a story Jesus told called the para-
ble of the talents. Here is Jesus’ story.

A wealthy man was about to go on a journey. The man told three of his servants to take care of his money. (Show and shake each of the
grocery bags so that coins can be heard bouncing inside bags.)

To one servant, the man gave five talents. Wow! That was a LOT of money—depending on the kind of metal, it might have been MIL-
LIONS of dollars. (Give largest bag to a volunteer to hold.)

To another servant, the man gave two talents—maybe HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS of dollars! (Give medium-sized bag to a volunteer
to hold.)

The man gave one talent to a third servant—which was still a LOT of money, maybe TENS OF THOUSANDS of dollars! (Give smallest
bag to a volunteer to hold.)

Once the rich man left, the first two servants put their money to work! Perhaps one of them bought a good field and grew grain, and
then sold the grain at the marketplace. Maybe one of the servants bought spices from a traveling caravan and then packaged and sold
the spices in the marketplace. Or maybe they bought sheep and sheared the wool and made clothes and blankets. Whatever they did
with the money, they used what they had been given and made the most of it for the rich man! (Two volunteers with biggest bags shake
the bags.)

Both of these servants were working really hard, investing what they’d been given to make more. But wasn’t there another servant? Oh
yes. There was the servant who’d been given one talent. What was HE up to?

This servant was a fearful man. No investing for HIM! Instead, he went out, dug a hole and buried his talent! But he wasn’t doing any-
thing to make more money for his master! (Invite volunteer holding smallest bag to sit on it!)

On the day when the rich man returned, he called those three servants into the house. The first one came in eagerly. (Invite volunteer hold-
ing largest bag to pull out folded bag so that there are two large bags.) “Look,” he said. I have DOUBLED the money you entrusted to me!” 

The rich man was DELIGHTED! He said, “Well done! You’re a good servant, faithful to keep on working when I was gone. I’ll give you
even more important work to do!”

Lesson 13
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In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible and five gro-
cery bags prepared in the following way:
Place a good number of coins into two
large grocery bags and place one bag
inside the other; place additional coins
into two medium-sized grocery bagsand place one bag inside the other; inone small grocery bag, place one coin.

Tie rope or brown yarn around the box
or crate. 

Adventure Box
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Then the second servant came in, eager to show what he’d done. (Invite volunteer holding medium-sized bag to pull out folded bag so that
there are two medium-sized bags.) “I have good news!” he said. “I have also DOUBLED my investment.” Once again, the rich man was
DELIGHTED! He said, “Well done! You’re a good servant, faithful to keep on working when I was gone. I am so pleased! I’ll give you
even more important work to do!”

Now there was one servant left. When he came in to see the rich man, he started with a little speech of excuses. He said, “I was afraid to
LOSE your money. So instead, I carefully hid it in the ground. But now, here it is.” (Invite volunteer sitting on smallest bag to bring it out
and dump out coin.)

The rich man was NOT pleased! In fact, he said, “You should at LEAST have put this money into the bank and gotten some interest on
it! You did NOTHING with what I gave you!” The master gave orders to have this servant thrown out—and he gave that one dusty tal-
ent to the hard-working first servant! 

God’s Word & Me
Jesus was telling us to use every gift God has given us to serve others, no
matter how great or how small we think those gifts are. Every day, we
can be on the lookout for opportunities to use the unique way God has
made us to help others. 

• What are the two meanings of the word “talent”? (A unit of money. A gift,
skill or ability.)

• Invite a child to read aloud 1 Peter 4:10. What is a gift, talent or ability God has given you? God has made each of us in
a unique way with a combination of likes and dislikes and abilities that no one else has. 

• What is a way you could use an ability given to you by God to serve others? After children respond, pray with them,
thanking God for their abilities and asking for His help to use those abilities to serve others and please Him. 

Lesson 13
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Game Center for younger children • Matthew 25:14-30

Collect
Bible, coins, lunch-size bag.

Prepare
Hide coins around room or outdoor playground.

Do
1. At your signal, children collect the hidden coins and place them in
bag. (If needed, limit the number of coins each child may collect.)

2. Repeat game, allowing several children to hide the coins for each
round. 

3. For an additional challenge, hide the bag of coins. One child
searches for the bag as you lead group in calling out “Hot” when
child is moving close to the bag and “Cold” when child is moving 
far away from the bag. 

Talk About
• It’s fun to look for the hidden money. Jesus told a story
about a man who gave his workers money called “talents.”
The workers were supposed to use the money in good ways.
Jesus told this story so we would know that each of us can
do good things to help others.

• The Bible says, “God made you and wants you to serve oth-
ers.” When we serve others, it means we help them have the
things they need. Who is in your family? What is something
they need? (Something to eat or drink. Help to carry something.)
How can you help them?

• God has made each of us in special ways so that we can
serve others. Being friendly is a good way to help others.
Who are your friends? What can you do to be a good friend?
(Help a friend with a chore. Let a friend choose what game to play.)

• Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for making us in special 
ways. Please show us how we can help and serve others. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children
Children collect coins, but do not place them into the bag until all have been found. Then, as each child places a coin into the bag, he or
she tells a way to use an ability to serve someone, or says a word of the verse in order. 

Lesson 13
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God’s Word
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others.” 

1 Peter 4:10
For Younger Children:
“God made you and wants 

you to serve others.”

God’s Word & Me
God created us as unique people who can use His gifts to serve others. 
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Game Center for older children • Matthew 25:14-30

Collect
Bible, masking tape, plastic grocery bags (one for each pair of children),
small ball. 

Prepare
Use masking tape to make a line dividing an open area in your room. 

Do
1. Divide the group into two teams. Teams stand on either side of the
masking-tape line and form pairs within their teams. 

2. Give each pair a grocery bag. Pairs take turns tossing small ball
across the line to each other, attempting to catch the ball inside their
grocery bags. 

3. Once a ball has been tossed and caught three times in a row, mem-
bers of team who last caught the ball tell a way to use an ability to serve others
or says the words of 1 Peter 4:10. Repeat game as time permits, occasionally
asking children to form new pairs.

Talk About
• Read 1 Peter 4:10 aloud with children. What does this verse tell us to do?
When do you think this would be easy to do? (When your best friend
needs help.) When might it be hard? (When your little brother asks you for
help over and over again.) Why?

• In what ways have you seen kids your age use their abilities to
serve others? (Help a younger child read a book. Practice a sports skill with a
friend.) How did their actions make a difference? (Helped others learn to
do something.) 

• Who are some groups of people in your school or our city who
might need to be served? What can you, your family or the people
in our church do to serve them? What is something you think your
family could do that is different from what others can do? What
abilities has God given the people in your family?

•  Lead children in prayer, asking God to show them the abilities God has given 
them and ways to use the abilities to serve others. 

For Younger Children
Children sit in a circle on the floor. As each child takes a turn to roll the ball to someone else in the circle, he or she tells the name of some-
one to help and/or a way to help the person. 
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God’s Word
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others.” 

1 Peter 4:10
For Younger Children:
“God made you and wants 

you to serve others.”

God’s Word & Me
God created us as unique people who can use His gifts to serve others. 
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Art Center for younger children • Matthew 25:14-30

Collect
Bible, a variety of craft construction materials (cardboard tubes; craft
sticks; various lengths of straws, yarn and/or chenille wire; buttons;
yarn lengths; etc.), construction paper scraps, glue, tape, scissors.

Do
1. Children create constructions using the materials you have provided. 

2. As children glue and tape their constructions together, encourage
each child in creating a unique construction. 

Talk About
• I like to see all the things you are building. Each person is
constructing something different. God made us so that we
can do different things. 

• The Bible says, “God made you and wants you to
serve others.” When we serve others, it means we can
do good things to help them. Some of you have broth-
ers or sisters at home. What is something good you
can do to help your (brother)?

• What do you like to do to help in our classroom? At
home? God made each of us in special ways so that we
can serve and help others. Pray briefly, thanking God for
each child and asking His help in showing children ways to help
and serve others. 

For Older Children
Provide additional materials such as rubber bands, toothpicks,
buttons, string and paper clips. Encourage children to work in
pairs to build constructions. 

Lesson 13
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God’s Word
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others.” 

1 Peter 4:10
For Younger Children:
“God made you and wants 

you to serve others.”

God’s Word & Me
God created us as unique people who can use His gifts to serve others. 
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Art Center for older children • Matthew 25:14-30

Collect
Bible, construction paper, several rulers, scissors, pencils, markers.

Prepare
Make a sample name silhouette and drawing by following the direc-
tions below. 

Do
1. Show the name silhouette and drawing you prepared and describe
the way in which it shows you can serve someone using an ability.
Ask children to suggest situations and abilities appropriate to them-
selves.

2. Give each child a sheet of construction paper. Child folds paper in
half lengthwise and draws a light pencil line about 1 inch (2.5 cm)
above the fold (see sketch a). Then child uses marker to write his or her 
first name on the line, writing the letters as large as possible to fill up the
paper. Children cut around the top of name without cutting through the
fold (see sketch b). 

3. Once their names are cut out, children unfold papers. Inside the name
silhouettes, children draw a picture of a situation in which they can use an
ability to serve someone (see sketch c).

Talk About
• Read 1 Peter 4:10 aloud with children. How does someone act who
is obeying this verse? When have you seen examples of some-
one serving others? (A friend who helped me practice baseball. My big
sister who helped me with my homework.)

• How many ways can you think of to serve someone in your
home? In our class at church? In our city? Invite children to tell their
ideas. What is a special interest or ability you’d like to learn about?
As you grow, you can ask God to help you discover the unique
abilities He’s given you.

• What can you do when you don’t feel like serving and helping someone? (Ask parent to serve with me. Pray to God for
help to obey. Remember the good things God has given me that He wants me to share with others.) Pray, thanking God for the unique
way in which He has created each person and asking His help in serving others, even when it’s difficult.

For Younger Children
Instead of making name silhouettes and drawing situations, children draw themselves and friends who they can serve by helping. 
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God’s Word
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others.” 

1 Peter 4:10
For Younger Children:
“God made you and wants 

you to serve others.”

God’s Word & Me
God created us as unique people who can use His gifts to serve others. 

a.

b.

c.
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Worship Center Matthew 25:14-30

Collect
Bibles, Lesson 13 Pattern Page (p. 224), Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD
player, song charts (pp. 246-248), two to four objects that children can
use to serve others (plastic cup, individually wrapped snack, marker,
baseball, etc.), wrapping paper, tape. 

Preparation
Photocopy Lesson 13 Pattern page and cut apart. Make enough copies
so that each child will have a verse card. Wrap two to four objects with
many layers of wrapping paper.

Team Game
Divide group into two to four teams. Ask for a volunteer from each
team. At your signal, each volunteer begins unwrapping a gift. Teams
cheer for their volunteer. Volunteer who unwraps gift first wins for his
or her team. When each gift is unwrapped, have teams tell how the
object can be used to serve someone. 

Bible Verse Game
Repeat 1 Peter 4:10 aloud with children. In random order, give each
child a verse card you prepared. At your signal, children stand and
begin moving around the room, trying to find others who are holding
the same verse card. When all children are grouped, they call out the
words of the verse in order. Repeat as time permits, redistributing verse
cards for each round. 

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “All of the Time,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer 
Ask volunteers to tell how they would complete the following sentence: “One way a kid can serve someone is by . . . .” Repeat with two
other sentences: “God wants me to serve others because . . . .” and “The best way someone served me was . . . .” Then lead children in
prayer, thanking God for creating us as unique people and asking Him to show us opportunities to serve others.

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Following Jesus,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 
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God’s Word
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others.” 

1 Peter 4:10
For Younger Children:
“God made you and wants 

you to serve others.”

God’s Word & Me
God created us as unique people who can use His gifts to serve others. 
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“Each one should
use w

hatever gift

he has received
to serve others.”

1 Peter 4
:10
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Coloring/Puzzle Center • Lesson 13

© 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Parable Quest

225

Lesson 13:Layout 1  11/2/09  3:44 PM  Page 225



Lesson 13 • Coloring/Puzzle Center
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Rainforest Rocks!
1. Find the hidden animal names and write them in the puzzle.

2. Then write the circled letters in order in the blanks. 

3. Read down the center column AND the 
blanks for an important message.
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What’s a way you
can serve others

this week?
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