
Teacher’s Devotional
Ever been made uncomfortable by seeing who is walking through the
doors of your church? It’s pretty common to our human nature! Jesus
often skirmished with Pharisees and teachers of God’s law who were
equally uncomfortable seeing the “sinners” of various sorts whom
Jesus welcomed and with whom He shared meals. Certain that they
were part of an elite few who daily fulfilled the requirements of the
Law, they judged Jesus to be some kind of inferior rabbi because He
let such undesirables “through the doors” at all! These devout (and
self-righteous) men didn’t understand that even THEY were sinners!

So Jesus told them a story of a shepherd who leaves ninety-nine of his (nice, clean, safe) sheep to find the one sheep that
was lost. This shepherd isn’t content to delight in the fact that he has most of his sheep! He is focused on bringing home the one that is
lost. Jesus’ story clearly made the point that God delights to bring home ANY “lost sheep.” Each one matters to Him—regardless of
background, occupation or “degree” of sinfulness! 

Like the Pharisees, we can be fooled into thinking that we’re a little better than some “other.” We can even judge that there are folks not
worth saving. But Jesus’ story makes the extent of God’s love a vivid reality: We’re all equally, hopelessly lost. God sought us until He
brought us to Himself. Thank Him for all He has done to save you—and then invite Him to bring an “undesirable” into your circle
whom you could welcome, eat with—and love to Him!

Lesson 5

lost sheep
Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7

God’s Word
“I pray that you, being rooted and establishedin love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long andhigh and deep is the love of Christ.” 

Ephesians 3:17-18
For Younger Children:

“Discover how wide and 
deep is the love of Christ.”

God’s Word & Me
Nothing we do can change 
God’s generous love for us. 

depend on

god’s love
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Planning Page
Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for sched-
ule tips and pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and younger children). Also plan who will lead each center (for
staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the reproducible planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.

Bible Story Center

Bible Story
Lost Sheep • Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7

Adventure Box (Younger Child)
Use paper plate sheep masks to demonstrate story action

Adventure Box (Older Child)
Use props (bag of 100 cotton balls, large plastic bowl

and stuffed toy sheep) to demonstrate story action

Game Center

Younger Child Option 
Build sheep pen and gather cotton ball sheep to 

review Bible story and talk about God’s great love 

Materials

Bible, blocks, cotton balls (at least five for each child)

Older Child Option
Play a game to gather Bible verse cards and talk 

about times kids need to remember God’s great love

Materials

Bible, Lesson 5 Pattern Page (p. 112), 
paper in at least two colors, scissorsArt Center

Younger Child Option
Make people from geometric shapes and 

talk about ways God shows His love

Materials

Bible, construction paper in a variety of colors, scissors, glue
sticks, 2-ft (0.6-m) length of butcher paper for each child

Older Child Option
Draw pictures for a mural in which flaps can 
be lifted to discover ways God shows His love

Materials 

Bible, length of butcher paper, pencil, scissors, 
white paper, markers, construction paper, tape

Coloring/Puzzle Center

Younger Child Option 
Review the Bible story while completing coloring page 

Materials

Lesson 5 Coloring Page (p. 113) for each child, crayons

Older Child Option
Review Ephesians 3:17-18 while completing puzzle page 

Materials

Lesson 5 Puzzle Page (p. 114) for each child, pencils

Worship Center

For the Younger and Older Child
Participate in large-group activities to review 

Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials

Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD 
player, song charts (pp. 247, 250), whistle
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Bonus Theme Ideas
Bonus Theme Ideas can be used at any time during this session: as an additional activity center, to extend the session
for a longer time, or for added theme excitement. 

Sandwich Puzzles

Provide a slice of white and wheat bread for each child, plus a variety of

cookie cutters. (Optional: Use rainforest animal shapes, if possible.) Each

child chooses a cookie cutter and cuts a shape from each slice of bread.

Then child places white shape into cut-out wheat bread and places wheat

shape into cut-out white bread. Have fun eating the sandwich puzzles!

(Optional: Make puzzles from cheese and sandwich meat slices, too!)

Facepaint Fun!
Provide face paint in a variety of colors (green, red, yellow, brown)

by adding various colors of food coloring to 3 tablespoons shorten-

ing mixed with 2 tablespoons cornstarch. (Optional: Purchase face

paint crayons.) Set out face paints along with cotton swabs or

paintbrushes and invite children to paint faces to resemble rainfor-

est creatures: spots like a jaguar, wings like a butterfly or feathers

like a parrot. Tell children (and parents) that face paint can be re-

moved with soap and warm water. 

Family Fun Night

Send invitations to families (see p. 233 for a sample that can be modified) to a rainforest-themed

movie night. (Include a brief description of the movie.) Serve rainforest snacks and show a family

film. Ask families to bring sleeping bags, blankets, or beach chairs on which to sit and a favorite

snack to share with others. (Optional: Provide one or more of the rainforest snacks suggested in

this book.) Provide beverages. You may also choose to give each child a party favor bag to take

home. Fill bags with inexpensive favors—nature stickers, gum, wrapped bite-size candy, etc., as

well as information about your church’s children’s or family programs. 

Post a note alerting parents
to the use of food. Also, check

registration forms
for possible food
allergies.
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Bible Story Center 

Introduction
Welcome your rainforest explorers by saying, Let’s pretend to be monkeys
in the rainforest. Let’s try climbing up a tree. Lead children in climbing
motions. Now let’s swing from vine to vine! Lead children to swing arms.
How do you think monkeys say “hello” to each other? Invite children
to give ideas. Let’s say “hello” like monkeys might do! 

What do you think is in our Adventure Box today? Let’s find out!
Invite a volunteer to help you untie box. Remove items from box. Give each
child a paper plate so that they can pretend to be sheep and act out the
story as you tell it. 

Tell the Story
One day Jesus told a story about a shepherd. A shepherd is a person who takes care of sheep.
This shepherd had 100 sheep. He loved his sheep. He took good care of his sheep. And he knew
the name of every one of his sheep! (Children hold paper plate masks to their faces and crouch down,
pretending to be sheep. Pretend to be the shepherd and walk around and touch each “sheep” on the
head and say child’s name.)

The shepherd would lead the sheep to yummy green grass and cool streams of water every day.
(Walk in place; invite “sheep” to join you in story actions.) At the end of each day, he would take the
sheep to a place called a sheepfold. (Make circle with arms.) The sheep would be safe there for the
night. The shepherd counted each sheep as it walked into the sheepfold. (Lead “sheep” into area of
room to represent sheepfold. Have one “sheep” stay behind a table or chair to represent the lost sheep.) 

One day, the shepherd was counting his sheep. He counted 1 . . . 2 . . . 3 . . . all the way up to 98 . . . 99 . . . but, oh no! ONE sheep was
missing! (Count children.) Where could that little sheep be? (Look left and right.)

Right away, the shepherd left the other 99 sheep. He went looking for the one lost sheep. He looked high, he looked low, he looked under
trees and he looked around rocks. (Shade eyes and look around.) Where could his little sheep be? He called the sheep’s name. Then he stood
very, very still and listened and LISTENED. (Call, “Sheepy!” then sit still, turning head and cupping hands behind ears to listen.) Finally, he heard
a little noise. He heard the distant “Baa, baa!” of his lost sheep.

The shepherd found his little sheep. (Hug the lost “sheep” and lead it to the sheepfold.) The shepherd reached down and lifted the sheep onto
his shoulders. The shepherd was so happy! He carried the sheep all the way home. He told all his friends, “Be glad with me! I found my
lost sheep!”

When Jesus lived on Earth, He told this story to help us know how much God loves us! God loves us even MORE than that shepherd
loved his one, little lost sheep. 

God’s Word & Me
The Bible says, “Discover how wide and deep is the love of Christ.”
Who did God send to Earth to show His love? That’s right, Jesus! God
sent Jesus to make it possible for us to join His family! Jesus always
loves us, no matter how young or old we are. Pray, Thank You, God,
for loving us more than the shepherd loved his sheep. Thank You for
sending Jesus so we can join Your family. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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for younger children • 

Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7

depend on

god’s love

In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, paper plates
(one for each child) on which you have
drawn sheep faces. Tie rope or brown
yarn around the box or crate. 

Adventure Box

Lesson 5:Layout 1  11/2/09  2:17 PM  Page 104



Bible Story Center 

Introduction
Let’s play a game of “first word.” I’ll say a word. Then you say the
first word that comes to your mind. Begin with several words related to
farming (tractor, fence, barn, silo) and then words related to raising sheep
(pasture, wool, milk, sheepfold, shepherd). Enjoy the silly answers you may
hear! Today we’re going to find out what Jesus said about some
sheep—and a shepherd who loved them!

What do you think is in our Adventure Box today? Let’s find out!
Untie box. Remove items from box and use them to demonstrate story ac-
tion as you tell the story.

Tell the Story
One day Jesus was talking to people about God. There were all kinds of people there—kids and old people, tall and
short people, happy people and sad people—everyone wanted to hear Jesus talk about God’s love. There were also religious leaders
there. But they were sure that SOME of the people who had come should NOT be there.

“Humpf! Do you see that?” One of the religious leaders probably said to his friends. He pointed to a group of tax collectors and other
sinners—people known to have done bad things—who had come to join the group listening to Jesus. “This Jesus welcomes SINNERS
and TALKS to them! He lets evil tax collectors stand alongside GOOD people like us.”

“Jesus should know better,” another may have said. “Tax collectors are just thieves. We shouldn’t have to be NEAR them! Not only that,
Jesus actually had dinner at the home of Levi the tax collector. Can you imagine? He eats with SINNERS and then expects us to learn
about God from HIM!”

Jesus knew what the religious leaders were saying. Jesus also knew that they didn’t understand that THEY were sinners, too! God had
sent Jesus to show love to ALL people—people who thought they were just fine and people who knew they were NOT! So Jesus told a
story to help everyone understand why He had come to Earth.

This story was about a shepherd who had 100 sheep. (Open bag of cotton balls and scatter them among children.) This shepherd took very
good care of his sheep. Every day he took the sheep to places where they could find good things to eat and clean water to drink. He
watched to be sure they didn’t eat or drink anything that might make them sick. Every night he used his shepherd’s crook to gather the
sheep together and lead them to a place where they would be safe. And every day he counted his sheep to make sure that not one of
them was lost. 

(Pass bowl so children can place cotton balls in it.) One day, the shepherd was counting his sheep. Everything was going fine until he got to
the end: “95, 96, 97, 98, 99 . . .” Wait, a minute, the shepherd must have thought, Why are there only 99 sheep? Maybe I made a mistake
counting. The shepherd started counting all over again, but there were STILL only 99 sheep. That meant one of the sheep was MISSING! 

Now some shepherds might have said, “Oh, well, too bad,” and gone to eat their dinner. But not THIS shepherd! He left the 99 sheep
he’d already counted and went out to find his one missing sheep. That one sheep was VERY important! (Remove and show one cotton
ball; place it behind your back.)

The shepherd walked and looked. He peered down cliffs and into creek beds. Where could that sheep have fallen? he wondered. He searched
behind big rocks, up hills and along roads. He pushed back branches and looked under bushes. He searched EVERYWHERE for his lost
sheep. Every few minutes, he called for his sheep. He paused to listen, hoping he would hear his lost sheep bleating.

Finally, he DID hear a little sound—what was it? Yes! It sounded like a sheep bleating! The shepherd was so happy! He called even
louder and followed the sound of the sheep’s bleating until he could see his lost and frightened sheep. He wrapped his arms around the 
sheep and hugged its neck. (Use stuffed animal sheep to illustrate actions.) He picked up the sheep and gently laid it across his shoulders.
He carried it all the way back to the place where his other sheep waited. He was DELIGHTED that he’d found his sheep!

Lesson 5

© 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Parable Quest

105

for older children • 

Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7

In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, a bag of100 cotton balls, a large plastic bowl

and a stuffed animal sheep. Tie rope or
brown yarn around the box or crate. 

Adventure Box
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The shepherd went to his friends and neighbors. He said, “Come and see! Come and see! My lost sheep has been FOUND!” And all his
friends and neighbors celebrated.

Then Jesus explained the story. He said that God is like the shepherd. Before we become members of God’s family, we are like the lost
sheep. When people believe in Jesus, receive God’s forgiveness and become part of God’s family, God is SO happy that He and Jesus, the
angels and everyone in heaven CELEBRATE! 

God’s Word & Me
We all want to do things our own way instead of God’s way. Doing
these wrong things is sin. And sin separates us from God. Without
God, we are lost. So God sent Jesus to bring us into God’s loving fam-
ily. Jesus did that by dying on the cross to take the punishment for the
wrong things we’ve done. We call Jesus the Savior because He saves us
from this punishment. Jesus wanted to make a way for us to be for-
given for the wrong things we do. 

It was terrible when Jesus died, but Jesus didn’t stay dead. Three days later, Jesus rose again. And Jesus lives today!
(See Luke 24.) It’s so good to know that because of Jesus’ love and life, sin can’t separate us from God.

• Invite a child to read Ephesians 3:17-18 aloud. This is a prayer Paul wrote for his friends in Ephesus. What words does
he use to describe Christ’s love? (High. Wide. Long. Deep.) Why do you think he used those words? 

• What words would you use to tell how big God’s love is for you?

• What ways did God show us His love? (Jesus died and rose again; we can live with Him forever. When we believe in Jesus as our
Savior, we’re part of God’s family!) There is no love bigger than that! (Invite children interested in knowing more about becoming
members of God’s family to talk with you or another teacher after class. See “Leading a Child to Christ,” p. 12.) 

• Let’s thank God for His amazing love. Pray with children, thanking God for sending Jesus and inviting Him to help children
understand how much He loves them! 

Lesson 5
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Game Center for younger children • Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7

Collect
Bible, blocks, cotton balls (at least five for each child).

Prepare
If possible, before children come into the room, hide cotton balls around
the room. (Optional: Hide cotton balls in an outdoor playground.)

Do
1. Invite children to help you build a sheep pen from blocks. 

2. At your signal, children search around the room to find the lost
“sheep” and bring them to the sheep pen. Have children sit by sheep
pen when they have found a specified number of sheep. 

Talk About
• Jesus told a story about a shepherd who went looking for 
a lost sheep. The shepherd looked for the sheep because he
loved the sheep. Jesus said that God loves us even more than
the shepherd loved the sheep! How many lost sheep do you
think you can find in our room today?

• The Bible says, “Discover how wide and deep is the love of
Christ.” This verse means that God’s love for us is great! Be-
cause God loves us, He helps us have good food to eat and
moms and dads to take care of us. Elias, what is something
your dad does to take care of you? Jessica, what does your
grandma do to help you?

• I’m glad God loves me and helps me have good food to eat.
What is your favorite food to eat for lunch?

•  Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for Your amazing love.
Help us remember all the ways You show Your love to us. 
In Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children
Children gather lost “sheep” by playing a relay. Place all the sheep on one side of the room or open playing area. Children form teams
and line up across the room or playing area from the sheep. To gather a sheep, players on each team take turns moving to the sheep
by holding onto his or her ankles while walking to the sheep and then running back with the “sheep” in hand. Teams see how many
sheep they can retrieve in a specified time. 
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God’s Word
“I pray that you, being rooted and establishedin love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long andhigh and deep is the love of Christ.” 

Ephesians 3:17-18
For Younger Children:

“Discover how wide and 
deep is the love of Christ.”

God’s Word & Me
Nothing we do can change 
God’s generous love for us. 
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Game Center for older children • Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7

Collect
Bible, Lesson 5 Pattern Page (p. 112), paper in at least two colors, 
scissors.

Prepare
Copy Lesson 5 Pattern Page onto paper and cut apart to make verse
cards. Make a set of cards in a different color for each group of up to
eight players.

Do
1. Play a game like Steal the Bacon. Divide group into two or more
teams. Teams line up shoulder-to-shoulder on opposite sides of the
playing area. Place verse cards you prepared in center of playing
area and assign each team a color of cards.

2. Assign rainforest animals to children (jaguar,
monkey, parrot, toucan, ocelot, gorilla, dart
frog, chameleon). Repeat animal names for
each team. 

3. Call out two animal names. Children with
those names run to the center of playing area
and collect a card of their team’s assigned color.
When all cards have been collected, teams put
cards in order and read verse aloud. Return
cards to center of playing area, mix them up
and play again. 

Talk About
• Read verse aloud. How would you say this verse in your own words? Why do you think it’s so important to know
and understand how much God loves us? (In tough times we can rely on God’s love. When we feel like no one cares about us, it
helps to remember God’s love.)

• When are some times people today might need to remember God’s love? (When they are worried about what might
happen in the future. When they have to move to a new city or go to a new school.)

• Who is someone you think needs to know and understand how great God’s love is? Lead children in prayer, thanking
God for His love and pausing to allow children to pray silently for others to know God’s love. 

For Younger Children
Number the verse cards in order. After children have collected the cards, they put them in number order, and then turn them over to
read the words. 
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God’s Word
“I pray that you, being rooted and establishedin love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long andhigh and deep is the love of Christ.” 

Ephesians 3:17-18
For Younger Children:

“Discover how wide and 
deep is the love of Christ.”

God’s Word & Me
Nothing we do can change 
God’s generous love for us. 
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Art Center for younger children • Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7

Collect
Bible, construction paper in a variety of colors, scissors, glue sticks, 2-ft
(0.6-m) length of butcher paper for each child.

Prepare
Cut several sheets of paper at once into a variety of large and small
geometric shapes (circles, squares, rectangles and triangles). Make
enough for each child to have 15 to 20 shapes. 

Do
1. Give each child a length of butcher paper. Child chooses paper
shapes and glues to paper to create a picture of him- or herself.

2. Child may use markers to add clothing or facial details. (Optional:
Children fringe narrow strips of paper to make hair.) 

3. On each child’s paper, print the words “God Loves (Delaney).”

Talk About
• Mattias, I see that you chose a blue circle to make
your face. What color paper are you going to choose 
to make your arms and legs? God loves you! God loves
you so much He helps you have strong arms and legs. 

• The Bible says, “Discover how wide and deep is the
love of Christ.” This verse means that God’s love for us
great! No matter where we go or how old we get, God
always loves us. Who are some people younger than
you? Older than you?  

• Lead children in a brief prayer, Dear God, thank You for Your
wonderful love. Thank You for all the people You have
given to care for us. In Jesus’ name, amen.

For Older Children
Prepare only small geometric shapes. Each child glues the
shapes to paper, designing a scene picturing a way God has
shown love to him or her (family members, item in creation,
favorite food, friends, etc.).

Lesson 5

© 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Parable Quest

109

God’s Word
“I pray that you, being rooted and establishedin love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long andhigh and deep is the love of Christ.” 

Ephesians 3:17-18
For Younger Children:

“Discover how wide and 
deep is the love of Christ.”

God’s Word & Me
Nothing we do can change 
God’s generous love for us. 
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Art Center for older children • Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7

Collect
Bible, length of butcher paper, pencil, scissors, white paper, markers,
construction paper, tape. 

Prepare
Print “Look for God’s Love” across the top of butcher paper and cut out
several sizes of squares in the paper. Make a cutout for each child.
Then cut two pieces of construction paper to fit each square. (For a
large group, prepare more than one paper.)

Do
1. Lead children in listing as many ways as they can in which God
shows love to them (family, friends, foods, animals, creation, abilities,
etc.). Ask each child to choose an item.

2. Have each child choose a cutout on the butcher paper. Child draws
a picture of his or her chosen item on paper which will fit the size of the
cutout. 

3. After drawing picture, help child tape picture behind the paper. Child
also tapes a sheet of construction paper as a flap covering the picture.
(Optional: Child writes his or her name on the flap.) Display completed
project where children and parents can lift flaps to see items that remind
them of God’s love. 

Talk About
• What do you see every day that reminds you of God’s love?
(Family. Friends. Trees. Pets.)

• What difference do you think it would make in our town if everyone knew about God’s love? How might people
act if they are depending on God’s love? (They might worry less about the future. They treat others better because God’s love is
for everyone.)

• We’ve been talking about God’s love today. What words would you use to describe God’s love? How many differ-
ent words do you think we can think of? (Everlasting, awesome, wonderful, great, good, amazing, super.)

• When might kids your age think that God doesn’t love them? (When they’ve done something wrong. When no one has
told them about God’s love.) Think about a time it will help you to remember that God loves you. Pray, thanking God for
His love.

For Younger Children
Children draw pictures of items on separate sheets of paper. Help children tape blank papers on top of their pictures, taping only across
the top to create flaps.
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God’s Word
“I pray that you, being rooted and establishedin love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long andhigh and deep is the love of Christ.” 

Ephesians 3:17-18
For Younger Children:

“Discover how wide and 
deep is the love of Christ.”

God’s Word & Me
Nothing we do can change 
God’s generous love for us. 
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Worship Center Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7

Collect
Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, song charts (pp. 247,
250), whistle.

Team Game
Divide group into two teams. Each team selects up to eight players to
compete in a rainforest animal relay. Players line up at one side of an
open area. At your signal, players run to opposite side of playing area
and back. Every time you blow a whistle, players must stop and per-
form the action of a rainforest animal before continuing. Blow the
whistle more frequently to increase the challenge. Play several rounds
as time and interest permit, changing the action that players perform
when you blow the whistle (jump like a jaguar, spin like a butterfly,
flap arms like a parrot, swing arms like a monkey, etc.). 

Bible Verse Game
Repeat Ephesians 3:17-18 aloud with children. Then invite vol-
unteers to suggest as many motions for words in the verse as
possible. As each motion is suggested, children practice the 
motion. End by saying the verse and doing all the motions. 

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Forgiving and
Good,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer 
What good thing has God made or provided for us that
begins with the first letter of your name? Children tell an-
swers. Lead children in prayer, thanking God for His love to us. In 
your prayer, mention the good things children suggested. 

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “God Gave,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 
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God’s Word
“I pray that you, being rooted and establishedin love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long andhigh and deep is the love of Christ.” 

Ephesians 3:17-18
For Younger Children:

“Discover how wide and 
deep is the love of Christ.”

God’s Word & Me
Nothing we do can change 
God’s generous love for us. 

wide
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Lesson 5 • Pattern Page
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“I pray 
that you,

being rooted 
 and established 
    in love,

may have 
power,

with all the saints,

to grasp 
how wide

and long
and high 
and deep

is the love 
of Christ.”

Ephesians 
3:17-18
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Lesson 5 • Coloring/Puzzle Center
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Big, Big Tree! 
Unscramble the letters to fill in the blanks. Then read UP from the bottom for the message! 
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What’s a way
you know God

loves you?
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