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A KING MAKES BAD CHOICES

Bible Basis: Psalm 51:1–12 (2 Samuel 11:1–12:24)

Bible Verse: Wash away all of the evil things I’ve done. Make me pure from my sin. —Psalm 51:2

Bible Point: God forgave David’s sins. God forgives me when I’m sorry for doing wrong things. 

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 12: “A King Makes Bad Choices” 

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER

Stuff You Need: masking tape 
Optional: large appliance box, paint or markers

Use masking tape to mark off a square on the floor to represent a time machine. If you’re using the 
optional appliance box, decorate it to look like a futuristic time machine. Cut away a portion of one 
side so someone can get inside the box. 

Welcome children and point out the time machine. Say, Have you ever wished you could go back 
in time and change something you did? Let’s think about the time that has passed since your 
last birthday. Can you think of something you’d like to change? Dramatically step into the time 
machine. Go first and suggest something you would change, such as getting impatient in line or 
losing your temper with your children or thinking something unkind about a neighbor. Invite children 
to make machinery noises and on your signal, everyone should call out something they would 
change since their last birthday. 

• Why do you want to change what you did in that situation?

• What does it feel like to be sorry for something you did?

Say, We all do things we know are wrong. That’s called sin. Our story today is about a great 
king of God’s people who shows us what it feels like to be sorry.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY

Stuff You Need: Repent and Forgive worksheet, pencils, Bibles, The Story Card 12 
Optional: Repent and Forgive PowerPoint slides 

Follow the directions to present the following Bible story. Then gather to debrief.
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David Is Sorry
Say, David always tried to do what God wanted him to do, but once he really, really messed up. 
He saw a woman named Bathsheba. She was married, but David wanted her to be his wife. So 
he sent her husband into battle, where he died. Then David married Bathsheba.

God told David that what he’d done was very wrong and David would be punished for his sin. 
David wrote a song to help him accept God’s punishment and ask forgiveness for what he had 
done. We can read it in Psalm 51. 

Pass out the Repent and Forgive worksheets and make sure everyone has access to a Bible. The 
worksheet asks children to read Psalm 51:1–12 and categorize the statements in two columns. Is the 
statement one of repentance, where David admits his sin and expresses he is sorry? Or is it a sign 
of God’s forgiveness and how David is asking God to respond? You can read each verse together 
and decide together, or you can have the class work in groups then compare their lists with the large 
group later. They do not have to copy whole verses onto the list, but rather jot down key words. If 
you are working as one group, you might prefer to use the optional PowerPoint slides of the verses 
to keep children focused on one section at a time.

A sample list might be something like this:

What Is David Sorry For? What Does David Ask God For?

• lawless acts

• evil things

• not being clean

• sinning against God

• sinner ever since birth, before birth

• show favor, faithful love

• make pure

• truth in my heart

• teach wisdom

• create a pure heart

• give joy

• spirit that obeys

• whiter than snow

After groups finish working, gather to review lists. Then say, God forgave David, and David again 
obeyed God. Soon Bathsheba had a baby that they named Solomon. That was a happy time in 
David’s palace. 

At the end of the story time, give each child a copy of The Story Card 12. Ask children to recap the 
story by telling you what they see on the front of the card. Then turn it over and ask children to read 
the Bible verse on the back. Ask:

• How did King David show he was sorry for what he’d done?

• What happens when we’re sorry for the wrong things we do?

Say, God forgave David. We can’t do anything to make God stop loving us; he’ll always forgive us. 
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Collect the cards for now. You’ll send them home with children later.

STEP 3: ExPLORE MORE

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your children explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: White as Snow Word Bank
Stuff You Need: “White as Snow Word Bank” handout, pencils 
Optional: Word Bank PowerPoint slide

Give children copies of the handout and pencils. You can have the class work in pairs or in groups for 
this activity. Say, The handout has two sets of words. The first set is about repentance and being 
sorry. The second set is about being forgiven. The job of your group is to write the longest 
sentence you can that uses as many of the words as possible. Write one sentence about being 
sorry and one about being forgiven. Add whatever words you need for good grammar. Allow 
a fixed time limit, such as ten minutes, for groups to work, then gather to hear what everyone came 
up with. Before everyone starts be sure that you go through the word lists and make sure everyone 
understands the vocabulary.

• When we do something wrong, who do we hurt?

• How does God respond when we say we’re sorry?

Say, Even a great king, like David, makes mistakes, but it’s great to know that God always 
forgives.

Option 2: Spot Scrubbers
Stuff You Need: washable or dry-erase markers, tub of water, soap, disinfectant wipes, toothbrush, 
toothpaste

Say, Sometimes when we sin, we try to get rid of the problem ourselves. But what we really 
need is God to make us clean. Have children use markers to write or draw on their palms. They 
can write something that represents a sin, or they can just make a spot. If you’d like, have children 
write on each other’s palms. (Emphasize they may not write anywhere else.) Then have them try three 
different methods of cleaning the spot and see which one works best: soap and water, disinfectant 
wipe, or scrubbing with toothpaste and brush (the abrasive in the toothpaste helps clean). Gather for a 
discussion. 

• Tell me about a time you were sorry. What happened?

• Why do you think God wants us to be sorry when we do something wrong?

Say, No matter how sorry we are, we’re going to mess up again. But every time we mess up, 
God is ready to forgive us again. 
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Option 3: I Am Really Sorry
Pass out a copy of the “I Am Really Sorry” handout to each child. Talk to the group about David’s 
songs that he wrote to God, asking for forgiveness. Prayer and song are great ways to express your 
feelings and many people use that method. Perhaps take time to look through the Bible pointing 
out other instances when people sang to God or prayed for forgiveness or for guidance in making 
right choices. Group the children into small groups and have them write a song or prayer asking for 
forgiveness. Encourage them to be general in their request or if they want to use examples, use ones 
that are generic, like lying or fighting. Have the groups write their prayers/songs on the handout and 
share with the class. Have them take the prayers home to share. If this is especially successful, collect 
the prayers, photocopy, and give each child a collection of prayers to take home.

Option 4: Lesson Twelve Extender:
Divide the group into smaller groups of three or four. Direct them to write a skit in which a person or 
persons does something to another and needs to apologize. Have the group write two endings—
one with a sincere apology and one with an insincere apology.

Have the groups perform their skits and as a large group discuss the different apologies. 

• What makes one sincere and true and the other not?

• Does God know when we are truly sorry for our wrong doing? How?

• How did he know that David was sorry?

• Can we apologize to God over and over? What happens if we continue to do the same 
things wrong?

 
Close your class by praying for children to know that God forgives them. Send home The Story  
Card 12. 


