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Lesson Summary

Imagine for a moment a soldier on a mission—he is prepared, focused, 
and ready. He does not go into battle lackadaisically. He’s all in. There is 
no thought of turning back until he reaches his goal. Zeal drives him on. 
It is in this vein of thought that God’s zeal needs to be understood.

In this lesson, we helped the children to see and understand God’s zeal 
by looking at Jesus’ passionate and intense pursuit of sinners. His zeal to 
save us took Him down a road of selfless humility and unimaginable pain 
and suffering. When King Jesus’ entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, He 
did not ride on to assume His place in the palace, but instead went to 
the cross. And knowing the humiliation and pain that awaited Him there, 
Jesus never wavered. Jesus would pursue His goal with His whole heart, 
until it had been accomplished! But even beyond His zeal for saving us 
is God’s zeal for His glory—it is ultimate. In this lesson and the next, 
we will be explaining as simply as possible, how God accomplished this 
ultimate goal through the act of loving and saving an unrighteous people. 

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child’s perceptions of Palm Sunday would go far 
beyond the traditional celebrations and songs. 

• that he or she may come to realize the intense passion with 
which Jesus pursues sinners.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Review Isaiah 42:13. Why do you think this verse gives us a picture 
of God being like a soldier going out to battle an enemy? Would a 
good soldier treat a battle in a “ho-hum, I really do not care” type 
of way? Why not? Why would it make sense that God acts with 
zeal—with His whole heart—and not just with boredom, saying, 
“Oh, well, maybe sometime I’ll get off the couch and rescue My 
people”? What other things have you learned about God? Can you 
give other examples from the Bible where God showed His zeal in 
doing something?

 • Give your child an example of something he or she is zealous 
about. What kinds of things do you think God is zealous for? What 
kinds of things are most important to God? Do you think that He is 
zealous for you? Can you think of any Bible verses that show God’s 

Zealous

Main Idea
 • God acts with His 
whole heart.

Memory Verse
The LORD goes out 
like a mighty man, like 
a man of war he stirs 
up his zeal; he cries 
out, he shouts aloud, he 
shows himself mighty 
against his foes. 
— Isaiah 42:13

Scripture

 1) Isaiah 42:13
 2) Luke 19:30, 35-38a
 3) Hebrews 12:2b
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determination and whole heart in seeking after 
you? [e.g., John 15:13]

 • Review the events of Palm Sunday and remind 
your child that Jesus was entering Jerusalem 
in order to die on the cross. What kinds of 
really hard things would Jesus experience? 
Why didn’t Jesus just give up? Why was He so 

zealous to go and die on the cross? What was 
the “reward” for doing it? Read and talk about  
Hebrews 12:2b: “…who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross,…” Point out 
that because of the joy set before Him, He was 
demonstrating the greatness and worth of God 
by saving His sinful people.

Action Step

This week, with your parent's help, read John 19:1-30. Note how many difficult and painful things Jesus 
experienced. How does this show the zeal of Jesus?

Memory Verse Activity

Use the special code to find the missing words in the memory verse.

he cries out, he shouts aloud, he shows himself

like a man of war he stirs up his ;

The goes out like a mighty man,

.– 42:13
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