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Lesson Summary
In his famous sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” Jonathan 
Edwards describes a dam holding back great floodwaters. The floodwaters 
represent God’s wrath on sinners. God’s hand is the floodgate. It is only 
by God’s good pleasure—and His patient forbearance—that He holds His 
hand in place for any length of time to keep back the floodwaters so that 
we are not destroyed. How good for us that God is slow to anger and slow to 
punish so that His chosen ones might come to repentance and find refuge 
from the deluge of His righteous wrath and judgment!

In this lesson, we recounted the story of God sending a worldwide flood 
during the time of Noah. In this account, we see the wrath of God being 
poured out on sinners—emphasizing the theme of the previous lesson. But 
we also see the amazing patience of God as He waited 100 years before 
sending the flood, giving sinners more than enough time to repent. We each 
have experienced this kind of patience, too. From the very day we are born, 
God is right to be angry at us and would be right to punish us in His wrath. 
But He is also very patient with us. He is slow to anger and slow to punish 
because He wants us to turn and trust in Him. 

Prayer Points
As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• for your child to truly understand and appreciate the serious 
predicament of sinners in the hands of righteously angry God, and 
then marvel at His long-suffering patience. 

• that God’s kindness and patience toward sinners would motivate 
your children to run to Jesus.

As You Walk By The Way
 • Read 2 Peter 3:9. Explain what is meant by “reach repentance.” [e.g., 
recognizing that you are a helpless sinner, hating your sin, and now 
wanting to turn to Jesus as the only One who can help and forgive you] 

Have any of you sinned this week? Are you still able to enjoy family, 
friends, and other things? How does this show God’s patience toward 
you? Have you thanked Him for His patience? Do see His patience as 
a chance to ask His forgiveness and trust in Him? Or, do you act as if 
His patience is a something that allows you to “get away” with your 
sin, like it does not really matter?

 • Does God let us know exactly how long His patience will last toward 
sin? Does He set a kitchen timer for us? Do we hear Him counting? 
So what should we do? 

Patient

Main Idea
 • God is slow to 
anger and slow  
to punish.

Memory Verse
The Lord is not slow to 
fulfill his promise as 
some count slowness, 
but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that 
any should perish,  
but that all should  
reach repentance. 
—2 Peter 3:9

Scripture

 1) Genesis 6:5
 2) Romans 1:18a
 3) Romans 2:4-5
 4) James 1:19-20
 5) 2 Peter 3:9
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Summarize the meaning of Romans 2:4-5, “Or 
do you presume on the riches of his kindness 
and forbearance and patience, not knowing 
that God's kindness is meant to lead you to 
repentance? But because of your hard and 
impenitent heart you are storing up wrath 
for yourself on the day of wrath when God's 
righteous judgment will be revealed.” God’s 
patience is not something we should play around 
with. He wants us to repent and trust in Him now.

 • Imagine what the sinful and wicked people of 
Noah’s time might have thought about Noah 
building an ark. Because God was so patient and 
waited 100 years before sending the flood, could 
they have thought that the warning about a flood 
was just a joke—that God really wasn’t going to 
punish them? Review Romans 1:18a (memory 
verse from Lesson 25), “For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men,…” 

Action Step

Together with your parents, make a list of ways in which God has been patient toward you in the past week. 
Then spend some time in prayer thanking Him for His patience.

Memory Verse Activity

Use the special code to find the missing words in the memory verse.

not  wishing  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should 
reach  repentance. —  2 Peter 3:9
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