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Lesson Summary

If we are going to teach children the whole counsel of God, we must 
teach them about His wrath. Any vision of God devoid of this attribute 
will be dangerously skewed. Some would argue that children should be 
spared this teaching. But if we really desire our children to experience 
the depth and the riches of the love of God, they must also get a glimpse 
of His hatred of sin. For it is within this context that we see our desperate 
condition and need of a Savior. Consider these words from Jerry Bridges:

The love of God has no meaning apart from Calvary. And 
Calvary has no meaning apart from the holy and just 
wrath of God. Jesus did not die just to give us peace and a 
purpose in life; He died to save us from the wrath of God. 
He died to reconcile us to a holy God who was alienated 
from us because of our sin. He died to ransom us from the 
penalty of sin—the punishment of everlasting destruction, 
shut out from the presence of the Lord. He died that we, the 
just objects of God's wrath, should become, by His grace, 
heirs of God and co-heirs with Him. 1

In this lesson, we presented the story of Jesus cleansing the temple 
and God’s judgment on Sodom, to show children a glimpse of God’s 
anger at sin. We also brought this to a very personal level—we are all 
sinners and deserve the rightful wrath of God. This is why we desperately  
need Jesus.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• for God to grant you the right words and demeanor as you 
present these hard but important truths to your child. 

• that God would use this lesson to deepen your love for His 
amazing grace, and cause the heart of your child to take 
seriously the nature and consequences of his or her sin.

As You Walk By The Way

 • When you think about Jesus, what kinds of things come 
to mind? Does His fierce anger at sin ever come to mind?  
Read John 2:13-16. Why would someone want to pretend that 
Jesus isn’t really angry at sin? Do you take Jesus’ wrath seriously? 

Wrathful

Main Idea
 • God is very angry 
at sin, and is right 
to punish sinners.

Memory Verse
For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of 
men.—Romans 1:18a

Scripture

 1) Genesis 19:24-25,  
  27-28
 2) Nahum 1:6b
 3) Habakkuk 1:13a
 4) John 2:13-16
 5) John 3:36
 6) Romans 1:18a
 7) Romans 3:10b, 23

1. Bridges, Jerry. The Practice of Godliness. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: NAVPRESS, 1983), 24.
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Do you ever value and love something more 
than God, like the men in the temple did? How 
can the story of Jesus in the temple serve as 
a warning to us? This week, as you think about 
your words and actions, how can knowing about 
God’s wrath help make you desperate for Jesus?

 • Read Romans 3:10b, 23. Do you sometimes 
feel that God’s anger at sin is just for really 
“bad” people? Do you feel like God would never 
be angry at you because you are usually good? 
What do these verses tell us? Do you understand 
that you were even born with a sinful heart? (See  
Psalm 51:5 and Ephesians 2:1-3.) What does 
this mean for you and me? What do we also 
deserve? How should this change our attitude 

about sin? Should we act as if our sin is no 
big deal? How should this change our attitude 
toward God? Should we be silly toward God?

 • Explain that there was nothing that the sinful 
people of Sodom and Gomorrah could have 
done to protect themselves from experiencing 
God’s wrath. God is both almighty and 
sovereign. Point out that hell is even worse 
than what the people of Sodom and Gomorrah 
experienced at the time when God sent down 
fire. Hell is experiencing God’s wrath forever. 
Is there anything you or I could do to escape 
God’s wrath at our sin? Could we do something 
to hide from the punishment that we deserve? 
Read and talk about John 3:36.

Action Step

This week, use The ABCs of God Game Cards to review the words, meanings, and verses for the words: 
Wrathful, Righteous, Jealous, Good, Omniscient, Refuge, Love, and Understanding.

Memory Verse Activity

Starting with the "W", circle every other letter in the list to find the missing letters to complete the verses. 

For the                              of                    is

                                          from heaven 

                                   all ungodliness and   
                                                                          

of men.—Romans 1:18a 
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