
COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS – September 17, 2017 
“THINGS TRUE CHRISTIANS CAN KNOW” 

1 John 5:13-21 

INTO THE BIBLE 

1) Read 1 John 5:13-21 out loud.  Recap the main points of the sermon.
Ø What is the Gospel?  (30 words or less)
Ø How is someone saved according to the Bible?  (30 words or less)
Ø What are some of the most common misunderstandings about how to be saved?

2) How many times is the word “know” used in this section?  Discuss the significance of this.

3) What are the 3 tests John gives us throughout this letter to help us with assurance of salvation?
Find a verse or paragraph (in 1 John) that contains each of these tests.

4) Read 1 John 5:20-21.
Ø Who is Jesus, according to John, in these verses?
Ø How does the identity of Jesus impact John’s final command in verse 21?
Ø Read Hebrews 1:1-9.  List the things stated about Jesus in these verses.

5) Read 2 Corinthians 13:5.  What does Paul challenge us to do periodically?
How should we encourage our children and grandchildren to use this kind of verse?

6) Discuss:  What does someone look like who is “religious” but unsaved?
Ø Why does “believing” in the facts of the Gospel not automatically save someone?
Ø Why does the Bible never call us to “look backwards” to a decision for our assurance?
Ø Read Matthew 7:21-23.  List three things these people claimed, yet remained unsaved.

7) Read John 10:25-30.  What does Jesus promise true  disciples here? 

   SO….can a true born again Christian ever lose their salvation?  Defend from the Bible. 

  Why is assurance of salvation so important?  Discuss. 

8) Read James 2:14-26
 Summarize what James is saying here about faith and works.
 Luther felt James contradicted Romans and should not be in the New Testament.  Discuss.
 James has been accused of contradicting Paul on justification by faith alone.  Does he?  Discuss.
 What is the point of this passage?   Defend your answer from the Bible.



“Family Focus” Community Group questions for 9/17/17 

FAMILY FOCUS 

Parents, we are pleased to include a family-oriented section to the Community Group questions. Our goal is to 
assist you in taking what you have learned through the sermon and discussed in your group and “bring it 
home” to your family. 

“Things We Can Know For Sure” – 1 John 5:13-21 

1. Read 5:13.  One of the things that God wants us to know is that everyone truly born again has eternal
life and will never perish (John 10:27-29; Philippians 1:6). Use this opportunity to share the gospel with 
your children.  For a helpful explanation of the gospel with biblical basis, go to our church web site
(www.efccl.org/beliefs).  Particularly look at the following points:  #3 The Human Condition,
#5 The Work of Christ, and #10 Response and Eternal Destiny.

2. Another thing God wants us to know is the confidence we can have in prayer. Read John 15:7; 
Hebrews 4:14-16; 1 John 3:21-22 and 5:14-15. One of the ways we can pray according to His will is to 
use scripture.  As a family, list several prayer requests; then find some scripture references to use as 
you pray.  A Bible concordance or the search feature on a Bible app can help. Some examples:

• Wisdom to make decisions – Hebrews 5:14; James 1:5-6
• When we need comfort – Matthew 11:28-30; 2 Corinthians 1:3-4
• When we are worried – Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Peter 5:7 

http://www.efccl.org/beliefs



