
COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS – April 23, 2017 
“The Bible from 36,000 Feet” 

GETTING TO KNOW ME 
Have you read the entire Bible? If not, why not? Are you willing to commit to do so? 

INTO THE BIBLE 
1) What is the real story of the Bible? Why is this so important? How do we miss this?
Ø Who does God love more, Himself or us? Explain your answer and defend with Scripture.
Ø Who does God worship? Defend your answer with Scripture.

2) What does it mean that God that will become famous among all peoples? How does He do this?

3) Read Genesis 11:1-9. Summarize how Genesis 1-12 serves as the introduction to the Bible.
Ø Summarize some of the major themes in the introduction to the Bible
Ø What happens when we fail to see Genesis 1-11 serving as an introduction to the Bible?

4) Read Romans 9:14-18. What is God’s specific stated reason for raising up Pharaoh?

5) Read 1 Samuel 17:38-46.
Ø Why is this story included in the Bible?
Ø How does verse 46 clarify the purpose of this narrative? What is the point of this story?

6) Read Psalm 67 and Habakkuk 2:14. Explain how these passages advance the story of the Bible?

7) Read Isaiah 48:9-11.
Ø Why does God delay His wrath according to these verses?
Ø What is His underlying motivation? Who is He doing this for?
Ø What does God mean when he says, “I will not yield My glory to another”?
Ø Is God humble? Defend your answer from Scripture?

8) Read Revelation 5:9 and 7:9.  How do these verses complete the story of the Bible? Be specific.
Ø What is the price of reaching the nations? Read Revelation 6:9.
Ø How do these passages affect your prayer life? 



“Family Focus” Community Group questions for 4/23/17 

FAMILY FOCUS 

Parents, we are pleased to include a family-oriented section to the Community Group questions. Our goal is to 
assist you in taking what you have learned through the sermon and discussed in your group and “bring it 
home” to your family. 

NOTE – This is the first sermon in Pastor Jay’s series “Taking God at His Word” but also the last week of the 
Family Focus questions. There is one “question” that goes with this sermon. Following that, we have included 
several suggestions and resources that you could use in the upcoming weeks. 

1. King David said that we should “Declare His (God’s) glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds
among all peoples” (1 Chronicles 16:24). God’s glory is His being, Name, work, and manifold
perfections. Read and discuss the following verses as it pertains to God’s glory: Psalm 19:1 (creation),
John 1:14; 17:5, 24; Hebrews 1:3 (Jesus Christ); 2 Corinthians 3:18; 4:4-6 (salvation); and Matthew
24:30; Revelation 21:10-11, 22-23 (Christ’s return and our future home).

Suggestions and resources for the rest of the “Taking God at His Word” series: 

• Learn the books of the Bible as a family. Go to You Tube and find “Bible Book Bop” by the Go Fish Guys.
• Check out the “What’s in the Bible?” DVD series from the church library. The multiple volumes have

excellent content, are fun and creative, and take you through the whole Bible.
• Go to the church web site (http://www.efccl.org/parents/); scroll half-way down the page to find

suggestions for web sites, Bibles, devotionals, and other great resources for your family.
• Also on You Tube is “The Bible Project”. They are a non-profit creating videos that walk through the

narrative of the Bible. They do this book-by-book and theme-by-theme. Download full resolution
versions of all the videos for free. Also download free teaching guides. These downloads are at
www.jointhebibleproject.com

• Last is a summary of the whole Bible that we used in Children’s Ministries when our church went
through The Story several years ago:

1. Beginnings and Promises / Genesis 1:1, 31a
• We see in Genesis the beginnings of the world, marriage, sin, families, death, and languages.

We also see God’s promises: hinting at a coming Savior; that the world will never be destroyed
by a flood again; and special blessings to Abraham of a great name, a son, and a nation. We find
stories of key people: Adam and Eve (our first ancestors), Abraham (the father of the nation of
Israel), and Joseph (who went from prison to the palace).

• But there’s a crisis: at the end of the period, the new nation has only 70-75 people, finds itself
in Egypt, and is mourning the death of Joseph.

http://www.efccl.org/parents/


2. Growing a nation / Exodus 19:5-6a 
• Ingredients needed for a nation include people, law, and land. We see in Exodus, Numbers, 

Joshua, and Judges how God provides all these things for Israel. We find stories of key people: 
Moses (who led Israel out of Egypt and through the wilderness) and Joshua (who led them in 
conquest of Canaan). 

• But there’s a crisis: at the end of the period, Israel has no unifying leader, faces constant 
threats, and is morally and spiritually bankrupt 

 
3. Kings and Kingdoms / 2 Samuel 22:51 

• In the books of 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings, we see how Israel transitions under Samuel 
from a theocracy to a monarchy. Israel is united during the reign of 3 kings, then becomes a 
divided kingdom, and eventually is taken into captivity because of their idolatry. A very 
important promise is made to David – that his house and kingdom will endure forever before 
the Lord. The ministry of the prophets (like Elijah, Isaiah, and Jeremiah) is vital – calling the 
people to repentance and making further predictions about the coming Messiah. 

• But there’s a crisis: at the end of the period, the nation no longer exists and its people are in 
captivity 

 
4. Captivity and Restoration / Zechariah 8:8 

• During the Captivity, God does not forget His people but uses prophets like Ezekiel and Daniel 
to minister to them. In the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we see God keep His promise to bring 
the Jews back to their land. We also see how the Lord works through people: the persistence of 
Zerubbabel to rebuild the temple, the beauty and courage of Esther to save the Jews from 
annihilation, the teaching ministry of Ezra to bring revival, and the leadership of Nehemiah to 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 

• But there’s a crisis: the end of the period begins 400 years of “silence” from God. 

 
5. Life of Christ / Luke 2:10-11 

• We now see the Old Testament prophecies about a Messiah being fulfilled in the coming of 
God’s Son into the world. The four gospels are biographies about Jesus: accurately telling us 
about His birth and childhood, teaching and ministry, and death and resurrection. The 
forgiveness of sins, spiritual life, an intimate relationship with the Creator, and an eternal home 
in Heaven are all part of God’s salvation. This gift is available to anyone who places their faith 
and trust in the completed work of Christ on the cross. 

• But there’s a crisis: at the end of the period, how will Christ’s work continue now that He has 
ascended to Heaven? 
 
 
 
 



6. The Early Church / Ephesians 2:20-21 
• Before He ascended, Jesus told His followers to wait for the promised Holy Spirit who would 

empower them to be His witnesses. That promise was vividly realized on the day of Pentecost. 
The book of Acts tells us the remarkable story of how Christ’s disciples spread the gospel all 
over the world – seeing thousands responding to the message and numerous churches being 
established. We read powerful stories of preaching and ministry, of persecution and 
martyrdom, in the lives of Peter, John, Stephen, Paul, and others in the early church. 

• But there’s a crisis: at the end of the period, most of the Apostles have been martyred and the 
persecution of the church is intensifying. 

 
7. The End (and a new beginning) / Mark 13:26 

• The book of Revelation begins in a remarkable way. The Apostle John, while exiled on the island 
of Patmos, is given visions and told to write them down. Jesus Christ, the Alpha and the Omega 
and the Living One, writes letters of challenge and encouragement to 7 first-century churches – 
letters that are applicable to the church today. The curtain is then pulled back a bit and John 
gets a glimpse of what is to come: a time of great tribulation for the people of this world; the 
powerful return of Jesus Christ to the earth as King of Kings and Lord of Lords; the great white 
throne judgment; and an unveiling of a new heaven and earth which ushers in eternity. 

• At that time, we will see the end of sorrow, pain, and death. There will be no more crises. For 
the people of God, it will be a new beginning – one more glorious then they could ever imagine 
because God Himself will be with them and be their God. 
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