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Good	Friday:	Looking	Deeper	
It’s been about 5 years since our last walk‐through Good Friday experience, and from the time 
we put that one away, Doug said that he wanted to do it again, but very differently than last 
time. So we kicked around some ideas over the past few years, but when I came across this 
book by Dawson McAllister, it set things in motion, as we thought about contrasting Peter and 
Judas and how similar choices had vastly different results.  

However, as I continued to study, it became very clear that many people made decisions about 
Jesus that night, and that Jesus, Himself, demonstrated His choices. I also realized that as we go 
through the narrative of Good Friday each year, we often hit the highlights and don’t 
necessarily see the broader picture. Pilate and Herod and Judas become these cardboard cut 
outs of evil. We don’t tend to relate to wickedness on that level. But as I studied it became clear 
that their motivations are similar to those around us today, and perhaps we will relate to them 
more than we realize, maybe even uncomfortably so.  

The Event itself is entitled Behold the Man: Choices, Decisions, and Verdicts. When Pilate said 
“Behold the Man,” he was asking for a decision about Jesus—hoping he would get a different 
outcome than he got.  And while we will focus a lot on these decisions about Jesus, I hope that 
we will Behold Him in another way, as well—one that deepens our wonder and adoration.  

Part of why I wanted this opportunity to “Go Deeper” is to enable us to Behold Him with fresh 
eyes and understanding. I hope everyone will go away with at least one new perspective on the 
events or people of Good Friday that will enrich our understanding—but even better, enrich 
our worship.  

You will find a bibliography of the books I used to prepare for Behold the Man. Most of them 
are from a Christian perspective, but you will notice that Bill O’Reilly’s Killing Jesus was one of 
the books. I realize that there are some Christians who decry the book, but I wanted to read it 
to see why it was a best seller, what questions a non‐believer might have after reading it, what 
knowledge of Jesus they might have. It has led to me have several conversations with non‐
believers about Jesus. I encourage you not to spend a lot of time discussing the pros and cons 
of the book or movie, but use the topic as a segue by asking questions like: What did you think 
about the book (or movie)? Did it leave you with any questions?   

Another book listed has been a wonderful tool, and has very much enriched my understanding 
of Good Friday. It is John MacArthur’s book, “One Perfect Life.” He lays out the life of Christ 
from the scripture, interweaving the gospel accounts in a way that makes everything so much 
clearer.  

As we begin, I’d also like to say that while we will be taking a deeper look, it might be more 
accurate to call this a broader look, because the subject is so vast that we will only scratch the 
surface. My hope is to whet your appetite to do your own deeper digging. You are likely to 
strike gold no matter where you dig down. 
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The Characters—What has brought them to the place we find them in this narrative? 

We see both Annas and Caiaphas mentioned in the scripture as High Priest. Caiaphas 
was the sitting High Priest, but  Annas, who was his father-in-law, was a former high 
priest. Much like retired judges or former senators, they keep the title for life, even when 
no longer serving. But Annas was far more than a “has been”. The fact that they 
brought Jesus to him first is an indication of his power, even though his term as High 
Priest ended 20 years before.  

The high priests were appointed by the governor, and served at his pleasure. Annas 
had fallen out of favor with the governor in charge when he was High Priest. His sons 
were appointed and deposed in succession, not finding that favor, and not lasting very 
long. But Caiaphas, his son-in-law, had managed to stay in power for more than a 
decade. He had been appointed by the governor before Pilate, and has done a delicate 
dance of power with this hated Roman. They were the strangest of bedfellows, both 
needing and hating each other all at the same time.  

Part of what kept Caiaphas in power, along with his own shrewdness, was the fact that 
the Caesar of that day, Tiberius, for some strange reason had taken a liking to the 
Jews. When you think how often the Jews have been persecuted, it is amazing to see 
them find favor. It is another one of those vivid indications of God at work in 
orchestrating these circumstances. But, to maintain favor with Tiberius, Caiaphas 
offered a sacrifice every day on behalf of Caesar, paid a huge tribute to Caesar and 
Pilate from his profits from the fraud he and Annas perpetrated on the worshipers 
through their price gouging and bogus exchange rates for temple shekels, and he ratted 
out Pilate enough to keep him in line. 

As alluded to above, Annas and Caiaphas were sort of like mafia dons. They took graft 
under the table from the vendors in the temple courts. They had the livestock 
concession where they would find fault with whatever sacrifice a worshiper would bring, 
and make them purchase one of their pre-approved animals—at a premium price. They 
charged outrageous exchange rates to transfer the Roman coins with Caesar’s face on 
them, which the Jews considered idolatrous, for the temple coins which bore no images. 
So when Jesus came in and overturned their tables, and scattered their profits across 
the temple steps, it was a threat not only to their authority but their avarice, and it is 
hard to say which irked them more.  

A side note here—The place they had set up this market place was called the court of 
the Gentiles. The temple had these zones which started at the center, the Holy of Holies 
where only the high priest could go once a year, and then the holy place, where the 
priest ministered, keeping the lamps and incense burning, then the court where the men 
prayed, and a little farther out where the women prayed, and last of all the place that 
was made as a provision for Gentiles to come to seek the One True God. But Annas 
and Caiaphas has set up shop here, which meant there was no place for the Gentiles to 
come. There was no place for a Gentile to approach God. This angered Jesus so much 
that He lashed out at this injustice. He had come to be a light to the Gentiles. When he 
overturned those tables He was opening the way for you and for me.   
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 Isaiah 42:6 NIV 
"I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and 
will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 

 Isaiah 49:6 NIV 
he says: "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring 
back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 
my salvation to the ends of the earth." 

 Luke 2:32 NIV 
When Simeon gave his testimony about the infant Jesus, he called Him: “a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 

 Acts 26:23 NIV 
that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his 
own people and to the Gentiles." 

So we can see why this practice (or malpractice) was an affront to Jesus on so many 
levels. 

Annas and Caiaphas were of the Sadducee sect. They were materialists, not believing 
in the afterlife, in miracles, angels, or in the writings of the prophets. Sadducees only 
held to the first 5 books of the Old Testament—the Pentateuch. They could be likened 
to the more liberal theologians of our modern times who only hold to certain parts of the 
Bible, particularly throwing out miraculous occurrences or prophetic writings. Since the 
Sadducees did not believe in an afterlife, you can understand why they would not fear to 
do wicked things in this life—because they did not believe they would answer for it in 
the next. And the words that the prophets said that foretold of Jesus, and what the 
Messiah would suffer would have been ignored by them, because they did not give 
them any credit. They knew the books of the Law well enough to profit by them, and use 
them to the disadvantage of others. They were the aristocratic class, the rulers, the 
ones in charge in Jerusalem. They were the ones driving the boat here, but the 
Pharisees, with whom they normally clash, were eagerly paddling along for this trip.  

The Pharisees were the conservatives. They believed in the afterlife, in angels, and the 
writings of the prophets. Jesus seemed to have more negative things to say about the 
Pharisees than the Sadducees, even though it would be the Sadducees who would be 
the ones to orchestrate the kangaroo court and push for His death. His emphasis in 
pronouncements against the Pharisees is because He had more interactions with them. 
They were more dominant in the countryside, where He did the most of His ministry, 
and they had more direct influence on the daily spiritual life of the people. Whereas the 
Sadducees had more influence in the city of Jerusalem. He exposed all of them for their 
hypocrisy, calling them white-washed tombs, but during this farce of a trial, the Jewish 
leaders proved His words true, showing all the corruption on the inside.  

Pontius Pilate followed a prefect named Valerius Gratas, who had failed in his position 
because he could not control the priests. Caiaphas had been his last appointee before 
Pilate took office. Pilate hated the Jews. He was in their face as much as he could be 
and not run afoul of Tiberius. Historians of that day tell us he was known to be stubborn, 
rude, and brutal. While he ruled Judea, he did not usually live in Jerusalem, instead 
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making his home in Caesarea. But whenever there was a festival, he would make his 
way to Jerusalem with a strong show of force. The Jews were a notoriously unruly 
bunch, and there had been several uprisings, which you will learn more about at the 
event, so he would parade into Jerusalem with his well-armed forces to remind the 
people who was in charge and what they would face if they decided to rebel. This would 
make particular sense during a feast that celebrated the Jews’ liberation from bondage 
to another dominating nation. This show of force also brought reinforcements to the 
garrison at the Fortress Antonia, because the crowds of pilgrims would swarm over the 
city, bursting it at the seams. Estimates vary widely about the numbers of people usually 
in Jerusalem, ranging from 30-40,000 people, and then how many came to the feast, 
varying from 125-250,000. At any rate indications are the population would triple to 
quadruple on feast weeks. This would make crowd control challenging under any 
circumstances, let alone if there was social unrest.  

Pilate also kept the richly ornamented vestments of the High Priest under lock and key 
at the fortress Antonia. Caiaphas had to come and ask for them. He was only allowed to 
have them for three festivals, and only allowed to keep them for 8 days each time—long 
enough to consecrate them and use them for the ceremonies, then they had to be 
returned. It was a constant reminder to the Jews of who ran things.  

Pilate would have been well-informed about Jesus, especially in light of the fanfare with 
which Jesus had entered Jerusalem only a few days ago. And Caiaphas would have 
had to appeal to Pilate to get the troops necessary to make the arrest that night. So 
when Jesus was brought to him that morning, Pilate would have been prepared and 
waiting. And while 6 am might seem early to us, that was a normal time for Pilate to be 
conducting business.  

The Sanhedrin wanted Pilate to rubberstamp their verdict on Jesus, but Pilate was not 
going to play their game. He begins with a Roman trial—if they want a Roman 
execution, Jesus would need to be charged with something which would result in a 
capital offense by Roman standards. This is when the Sanhedrin start fishing again (we 
will see more about this when we look at the trials)—throwing things on the wall hoping 
something else will stick. Telling Pilate that Jesus claimed to be the Son of God would 
bring a “so what” from a man who believed there could well be a lot of those running 
around.  

Perhaps you’ve been there when refereeing your kids during a spat…they throw 
accusations at each other hoping something they are tattling about will earn their rival 
some condemnation, but they inadvertently say something that has it fall back on them. 
Well, that’s sort of what happened with the Sanhedrin: as they hurl all kinds of 
accusations against Jesus, they let the word “Galilee” fall from their lips and Pilate sees 
an out for this hot potato, sending Jesus to Herod.  

 
There are several Herods mentioned in the Bible. The Herod of Jesus’ birth was Herod 
the Great, who ruled the entire region. He was well known for being a builder, such as 
the Temple in Jerusalem at that time, along with palaces and cities. He was also well 
known for being a wicked, brutal man. One need only think of what he ordered to 
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happen to those boy babies in Bethlehem to know what Herod the Great was like. 
Herod the Great was not accidentally wicked. It was his express intention to rule by 
terror and to inflict pain. To gain the upper hand when he took power, he had more than 
40 leading Judeans executed. This put such terror in the remaining Judeans, that they 
knuckled under to his rule. And His orders were that, when he died, more leading 
citizens of Judea were to all be rounded up and taken to an arena and slaughtered. His 
reason was that he knew no one would mourn his passing, so in order to assure there 
was mourning at his death, he would have beloved people slaughtered so there would 
be great sorrow. Fortunately his orders were not carried out.  

 At his death the kingdom was divided into parts, originally given to his surviving sons, 
not all of whom succeeded in their appointments. At this point in history his son Herod 
Antipas was ruling Galilee, while Pilate was ruling Judea. There will be a family tree at 
the event to help weed through all the Herods.  

We will look into some of Herod Antipas’ spirituality during the event, but let’s just say I 
call him the Oprah of his day—picking and choosing what to believe. He was not fully 
Jewish, being more from Esau’s line, but has taken on a form of Judaism, and belonged 
to the Sadducee sect. This meant that, like them, he was a materialist, but as we will 
see at the event that he didn’t always live out what he proclaimed. One thing he did that 
was quite contrary to his purported faith was to live in the city he built and named after 
the emperor, Tiberius. This city was built over the top of a grave yard, and as you may 
recall from reading the Old Testament laws, being in contact with dead bodies made 
one ceremonially unclean. Numbers 19:16b says, “Anyone who touches a human bone 
or a grave will be unclean for 7 days.” So practicing Jews would not go into Tiberius. It 
was largely inhabited by Romans, the riff raff of society, or those Herod could bribe into 
living there.  

Herod Antipas grew up in a family fraught with intrigue. His father had murdered some 
of his own family members, including one of his wives, three sons, and several of his in-
laws and other relatives. Augustus Caesar once said “it is better to be Herod’s pig than 
his son.” So Herod Antipas knew how to play the political game for his very survival. It is 
part of why he didn’t allow himself to easily get sucked into the mire of dealing with 
Jesus. By being a Sadducee and coming to the feasts, he stayed with the “in” crowd of 
the Jewish elite, and kept them in his corner. It is a little surprising, however, that Herod 
did not side with his fellow Sadducees and convict Jesus, but Jesus was no threat to 
him. And it does give some insight that the Sadducees did not have the power over him 
as they did over Pilate. Herod seemed to be one of those Teflon politicians who figured 
out how far he could go and not get burned.  

Like Pilate, Herod would also come to Jerusalem for feast days—not because he had 
any power there, but as a “pilgrim,” to be where the action was—Herod was all about 
the excitement. Pilate lived in the palace Herod the Great built, while Herod Antipas 
stayed in a different place. This, again, was because Herod Antipas didn’t rule in 
Jerusalem, so he didn’t get to stay in his father’s palace, where perhaps he himself had 
lived. It makes me wonder if it might have added to his resentment against Pilate that he 
was not welcome in his own family home.  
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When Pilate sent Jesus to Herod, he was thrilled with the opportunity to get to see 
Jesus, because scripture says he was curious about Him. However, Herod also feared 
Jesus, as he had a superstitious belief that Jesus was John the Baptist come back to 
life. That little incident of killing a holy man haunted Herod. Herod was also flattered that 
Pilate had “consulted” him. Up to that point they had been on opposite sides of some of 
the controversies Pilate had with Rome. Herod had backed up the Priests’ complaints 
about Pilate, and sided with the causes of the rioters against Pilate. This tension had 
caused some hard feelings—scripture says that up to this time they had been enemies. 
But when Pilate sent Jesus to Antipas, and Antipas sent Him back with a tacit 
endorsement of Pilate’s not guilty verdict, suddenly they were both on the same side of 
an important issue, and that camaraderie seems to have been lasting. Dale Carnegie 
says that if you want to make a committed friend, allow them to save face. In a way they 
each did that for one another that day. The middle eastern rule, even today, is the 
enemy of my enemy is my friend. So Herod not siding with Pilate’s enemies this time 
made them friends.  

Jesus in Control 

Let’s shift our focus now and take a look at Jesus—In other words, let’s Behold the 
Man. One of the things that emerged as I studied was a clearer picture of how “in 
control” Jesus was during that day. We often focus on what was done “to” Him, but 
while Jesus was a sacrifice, He was not a victim. He was “in charge” during the events 
of that day. The timing was His, in keeping with the Father’s plans. The religious leaders 
had stated that they did not want to arrest Jesus during the feast because they were 
afraid of a riot, but Jesus forced their hand by outing Judas. … Matt. 26: 3 Then the chief 
priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name 
was Caiaphas, 4 and they plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him. 5 "But not during 
the Feast," they said, "or there may be a riot among the people." 

Mark 14: 1 Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and 
kill him. 2 "But not during the Feast," they said, "or the people may riot." 

When Jesus said He knew He would be betrayed, and He knew who would do it, it 
meant that if Judas was going to betray Him, he had to act right away. In fact, Jesus 
said to him, “What you are about  to do, do quickly.” John 13:27 

As was His intention, Jesus participated in the Passover meal with His disciples. He had 
“prepared” them as best He could, given the states of their hearts. His words were 
probably far more meaningful to them in retrospect than they were at the time, because 
they had not allowed themselves to understand what He was really saying. I say, 
“allowed themselves” because it seemed like Jesus was very plain with them, but this 
was not at all what they were expecting, not at all what they believed the Messiah would 
do. And yet we also see that the scriptures make plain that their minds had been veiled 
from the true meaning . 

 Luke 9:43‐45‐‐43 And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. While everyone was 
marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his disciples, 44 "Listen carefully to what I am about to 
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tell you: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men." 45 But they did not 
understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they 
were afraid to ask him about it. 

18: 31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, "We are going up to Jerusalem, and 
everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 32 He will be 
handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him. 
33 On the third day he will rise again." 34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its 
meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about. 

At any rate, over time, and with the illumination of the Holy Spirit, those  

words He spoke to them came back with power  

John 12: 14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, 15 "Do not be afraid, O 
Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey's colt." 16 At first his disciples 
did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had 
been written about him and that they had done these things to him. 

John 14:26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 

 Jesus was determined to be the true Passover Lamb, so it was imperative that He die 
that day. In everything, He was intent that the scriptures would be fulfilled. Throughout 
the narrative of those hours we see the delicate dance of God’s sovereignty and man’s 
responsibility—one of the true mysteries of our faith. What had been foretold centuries 
before would be fulfilled. God’s word, His promises, His covenants, His purposes were 
all coming into focus at this moment in time, and it is awe-inspiring to watch carefully to 
see each thing unfold, “that scripture might be fulfilled.” (Chart of scriptures fulfilled) 

Another glimpse of Jesus in charge is when they came to arrest Him at the Garden. The 
text says that He went forward toward them. He didn’t try to run away. Other times they 
had come for Him He had not been taken, (REF) but now was the appointed time. He 
also made sure that they released His disciples. He commanded it, and thereby gave 
them permission to leave.  Note how many times it says in the Gospels that the Jewish 
leaders were plotting to kill Jesus. I found 10, and yet it wasn’t until Jesus’ timing that it 
happened.  

 John 11:45 NIV 
[The Plot to Kill Jesus] Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen 
what Jesus did, put their faith in him. 

 John 7:25 NIV 
[Is Jesus the Christ?] At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, "Isn't this the 
man they are trying to kill? 

 John 7:19 NIV 
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Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill 
me?" 

 John 5:18 NIV 
For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, 
but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God 

 Luke 19:47 NIV 
Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the 
leaders among the people were trying to kill him. 

 Mark 14:1 NIV 
[Jesus Anointed at Bethany] [14:1‐11pp ‐‐ Mt 26:2‐16 14:1,2,10,11pp ‐‐ Lk 22:1‐6 14:3‐8Ref ‐‐ Jn 
12:1‐8] Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and 
kill him. 

 Mark 11:18 NIV 
The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, 
for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 

 Mark 3:6 NIV 
Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus. 

 Matthew 26:4 NIV 
and they plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him. 

 Matthew 12:14 NIV 
But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus. 

When Peter doesn’t take the exit plan offered him, and cuts off the ear of the servant, 
Jesus asks him, “Don’t you think I could ask my Father and be given twelve legions of 
angels to come to my defense? But all this MUST happen, so that the scriptures will be 
fulfilled.” Jesus is in charge, and at the same time, He is not taking things into His own 
hands. He is controlling the script so that the will of the Father can be fully fulfilled. At no 
moment of His life did He step outside the will of or dependence on His Father, and this 
was no exception.  

Hebrews 10: 5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you 
did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings you 
were not pleased. 7 Then I said, 'Here I am‐‐it is written about me in the scroll‐‐ I have come to 
do your will, O God.' " (check John for references to not acting apart from the will of God) 

Let’s see what happens when the crowd arrives to arrest Him. 

‐‐  John 18:3‐6   
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3 So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the 
chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 4 Jesus, knowing 
all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, "Who is it you want?" 5 "Jesus 
of Nazareth," they replied. "I am he," Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with 
them.) 6 When Jesus said, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground 

Even the reaction of the crowd of hardened soldiers and malicious mob when Jesus 
said the words “I am”—when they all fell back, showed Jesus in command. At the sound 
of His name they were incapacitated. Think of what these soldiers have seen in battle, 
and yet two short words from Jesus and their knees buckle. If He had wanted to walk 
away at that moment He could have. Instead He waits for them to regain their 
composure, allows them to bind Him (as if He could not have snapped the ropes as 
easily as Samson) and be led away to what He knew would be a horrendous end. For 
the Jewish leaders, this binding was a sign of their contempt for Him, to humiliate Him, 
and to add to their pretense that He was dangerous—this although He did not put up 
any resistance. But Jesus submitted—not to them so much as “that the scriptures may 
be fulfilled.” 

John MacArthur put it this way: )--“Christ died as no other man has ever died. In one 
sense He was murdered by the hands of wicked men (Acts 2:23). In another sense it 
was the Father who sent Him to grief—and it pleased the Father to do so (Isaiah 53:10). 
Yet in still another sense, no one took Christ’s life. He gave it up willingly for those 
whom He loved (John 10:17-18). 

A note here on the crowd that came to arrest Jesus—there may have been upwards of 
a thousand people, from armed Roman soldiers, to the temple guards with their clubs, 
and an entourage of the Jewish leaders, including the servant. Why was there such a 
large group sent to arrest one man? First, as we noted, Jesus had “escaped” before. 
Men who were sent to arrest Him fell under His influence and couldn’t do it (Luke 4:30; 
John 7:32, 45-47). Next, they were afraid of the pilgrims. Remember, they hadn’t 
wanted to arrest Him during the feast, both because it was illegal to have a trial on a 
feast day, but mostly because they well remembered the throngs welcoming Him into 
Jerusalem with the cheers of “Hosanna!” Neither the Jewish leaders nor the Roman 
authorities wanted a riot—it wouldn’t look good for either of them. With Caesar, one of 
the things that lost people their position the quickest was when they could not maintain 
peace. You may remember the term Pax Romana—the peace of Rome. Their kind of 
peace was maintained with an iron fist, but it was considered essential.  

You may remember there was also the little incident with Elijah and the soldiers sent to 
arrest him. The first two groups of 50 men each (2 Kings 1) were struck down by fire 
from heaven. The Pharisees might have felt that a massive force would be less prone to 
such an attack…but then they would have forgotten about the account in 2 Kings 19:35, 
where 185,000 Assyrian soldiers were killed by the angel of the Lord, when 
Sennacherib surrounded Jerusalem…They just weren’t going to take any chances.  

Let’s Behold the Man. Throughout the ordeal it is important to note Jesus’ demeanor. 
He does not cower, nor flee, nor offer self-defense. He does not plead, nor explain, nor 
lash out. He doesn’t get short-tempered, mean-spirited, or belligerent. He declares who 
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He is, but doesn’t follow that up with any threats of divine retribution. He isn’t self-
focused, instead He gives one last entreaty to His betrayer, He ensures the safety of 
His men, heals the ear of one who came to arrest Him, expresses concern for the 
nation, sees to the needs of His mother, forgives those who abuse Him, and ushers a 
sinner into the Kingdom. His demeanor amazed Pilate—unnerved him, really. Pilate 
was used to people cowering, pleading for their lives. Indeed, according to Roman law 
the defendant MUST give a defense against the charges or they are presumed to be 
guilty. But here stands Jesus, with the dignity and self-possession of a judge, not of one 
being judged. Jesus’ deportment confounded Herod, who did not know whether to be 
annoyed or amused by this silent defendant. He chose to be amused, and to poke fun 
at Jesus, rather than abuse Him. It is actually interesting to note that Herod was the only 
one Jesus faced in trial who did not physically assault Him. Herod dressed Him up in a 
robe and mocked Him and His claim as king. This is one of the interesting facts that my 
study turned up. I had never realized before that there was more than one robe that 
Jesus was dressed in. Pilate’s soldiers put Jesus in a red robe, Matt. 27: 28 They stripped 
him and put a scarlet robe on him, or Mk. 15:17‐‐17 They put a purple robe on him, then 
twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 

 but Luke 23:11 says that Herod dressed Jesus in a “dazzling” or “gorgeous” robe. The 
Herods were known for wearing white robes interwoven with silver, which glistened in 
the sunlight. Some believe this is part of what gave the godlike impression to Herod 
Agrippa— 

Acts 12:21‐‐21 On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and 
delivered a public address to the people. 22 They shouted, "This is the voice of a god, not of a 
man." 23 Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck 
him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 

The historian Josephus gives an account of that day from an extra‐biblical perspective. 

On the second day of the spectacles he put on a garment made wholly of silver, of a truly 
wonderful texture, and came into the theater early in the morning. There the silver of his 
garment, being illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun's rays, shone out in a wonderful 
manner, and was so resplendent as to spread awe over those that looked intently upon him. 
Presently his flatterers cried out, one from one place, and another from another, (though not 
for his good) that he was a god; and they added, "Be thou merciful to us; for although we have 
hitherto reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we henceforth own thee as superior to mortal 
nature." Upon this the king neither rebuked them nor rejected their impious flattery. But he 
shortly afterward looked up and saw an owl sitting on a certain rope over his head, and 
immediately understood that this bird was the messenger of ill tidings, just as it had once been 
the messenger of good tidings to him; and fell into the deepest sorrow. A severe pain arose in 
his belly, striking with a most violent intensity. He therefore looked upon his friends, and said, 
"I, whom you call a god, am commanded presently to depart this life; while Providence thus 
reproves the lying words you just now said to me; and I, who was by you called immortal, am 
immediately to be hurried away by death. But I am bound to accept what Providence allots, as 
it pleases God; for we have by no means lived ill, but in a splendid and happy manner." When 
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he had said this, his pain became violent. Accordingly he was carried into the palace, and the 
rumor went abroad everywhere that he would certainly die. 

 This, then, would have been the sort of robe placed on Jesus by Herod. Something 
white, or silver and white.  

Now, back to Jesus’ demeanor--Jesus’ demeanor also had some transforming effect on 
the hearts of the thief and the Centurion. Think of what they would have witnessed as 
they watched the Jewish leaders, the soldiers, the crowd mock and hurl insults and 
curses at Jesus, and witness Jesus’ reactions, His repeated statement of forgiveness, 
His kindness to others in the midst of His pain. This Man’s bearing, and dignity in the 
most degrading of circumstances stood out with radiant glory.  

But notice, too, the demeanor of the other players—Jesus shocked Judas into 
expediting his actions…which sends the Sanhedrin into a tizzy, scurrying to round up 
the necessary players for the arrest and trial. The mob was afraid, the disciples terrified, 
the Sanhedrin alternated between anger, and frustration, Pilate was annoyed, afraid, 
frustrated. The only one at peace in the whole event was Jesus, the one who would die. 
Even after Jesus’ death Caiaphas betrayed his unsettledness by going to Pilate to 
demand a guard and seal for the tomb. Even his “victory” of having Jesus murdered did 
not give him peace.  

During His trials, the times He chose to speak and chose not to speak are also 
important. If you examine the text, He asks as many questions as He answers. He, in 
essence, puts His judges on trial. We will look more closely at these questions a little 
later. 

Even the hour that He died was important and intentional. He died at the 9th hour, which 
means the 9th hour after dawn, which happened at 6 AM. This put His death at 3 PM—
this would have been the precise time that the Passover lambs were being sacrificed. 
This one of those details that I had not known before I studied and makes the details of 
the time mentioned in the scripture so much more meaningful to me. It would have been 
instantly meaningful to someone familiar with Jewish ritual, but was lost on me up until 
now. 

The earliness of His death surprised Pilate, but the scriptures say that “He gave up His 
spirit.” He committed it into the Father’s hands, at the time of the sacrifice, and before 
the soldiers came to break their legs so they would not be able to push up to breathe, 
thereby suffocating. This, too, was in fulfillment of scripture—that not one of His bones 
would be broken. To ponder just how carefully all of this was planned and carried out 
just brings one to the place of wonder and worship time and time again.  

Another important reason for this time of death was that when Jesus died that veil in the 
temple was torn, from top to bottom. When we think “veil” we think some flimsy, wispy 
thing, but this was a heavy, heavy curtain. Some scholars, based on the rabbinic 
writings, estimate it was as thick as a man’s hand is broad. No human strength could 
tear that. This curtain tore at the time of sacrifice, when the High Priest, in this case it 
would be Caiaphas, would have been present to witness the event. Imagine his shock! 
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This rending of the veil is so meaningful to us, as it symbolizes our access to the mercy 
seat, to the very presence of God. Hebrews 10:19-20  says it symbolizes the flesh of 
Jesus being torn, that we might enter in:  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the 
Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is, His flesh, And yet, this amazing truth was most likely entirely lost on the 
one man who probably witnessed it.  

Jesus was in charge all the way through this ordeal. He was ensuring that His Father’s 
words were fulfilled perfectly. I invite you to read through the scriptures relating to this 
night—from the Last Supper to the tomb, or to get a book like MacArthur’s so it is easier 
to see how things fit together, and look very closely at Jesus—His words, His 
demeanor, His actions. One of the things stated repeatedly in the Gospels was that 
people were “amazed at Jesus. I think if you invest some serious time looking at these 
passages you will come away amazed at Him as well. You will see His humility, His 
tenderness, His bravery His fierceness for those He loves, His peace and patience, how 
steady and steadfast He is. His self-control and long-suffering to be able to endure all 
He did for us. His submission to His Father, His willingness to suffer, His selflessness 
during suffering, His wisdom, and dignity—all those and more are displayed in these 
pages, designed to cause us to marvel and to adore Him.  

The questions—Jesus as Judge 

As promised earlier, let’s take a look at some of the questions Jesus asks during these 
hours, and the purposes behind them. C. H. Spurgeon says—“And he’s just in charge. 
He says, ‘Why now? You think you are going to get resistance? Why the soldiers? Why 
all the police? Why all the clubs? And where were you on Monday when I was in the 
temple? And where were you on Tuesday when I was there, and why didn’t you arrest 
me on Wednesday? And what He is doing is unmasking the hypocrisy of this 
clandestine operation in which they’re taking Him at night because it was a violation of 
all their laws.”  

The Sanhedrin, Pilate and Herod each thought they had the power to judge and 
condemn Jesus, but in reality He was judging them, and they were condemning 
themselves. Jesus’ interrogation of them began at the arrest, when He questioned why 
they would come for Him now, under cover of darkness, with a massive force as if he 
were a hardened criminal. He pointed out that He was in the temple regularly, not 
speaking in secret—why didn’t they arrest Him then? These aren’t idle questions, these 
are legal ones. It was illegal to arrest him at night. It was illegal to arrest him without 
charges. It was illegal to have the Romans involved if there were no state charges. His 
questions are pointing out that what they are doing is not according to the laws they so 
strictly hold others to.  

Even His choice not to answer questions was a matter of legality. They brought in all 
sort of accusers, fishing for a charge. Again, illegal. The charges were to be made, not 
only before the arrest but certainly before the witnesses came in. So they bring in all 
sorts of contradictory witnesses, flinging all sorts of accusations to the wall hoping 
something would stick, and then say, “Well, Jesus, what do you have to say about 
that?” Well, He didn’t have to say anything about that legally, because nothing done up 
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to that point had been legal. It was against the law to question the accused, to get him 
to indict himself. It was illegal for the Judge of the court to be the prosecutor, and that 
was what was happening. Jesus owed them no answer, and His silence was an 
indictment of their whole sham of a proceeding.  

Jesus judged Herod without a word. His silence was His sentence on Herod. He knew 
that Herod had no interest in truth, was not a seeker of anything but the sensual, the 
temporal thrill of having an event happen in his presence. The scriptures say that Herod 
questioned Jesus with “many words,” but Jesus “answered him nothing.” What a scary 
place to be when God refuses to speak to us at all. But Herod was so foolish he didn’t 
even know enough to be afraid.  

Jesus judged Pilate in a different way. Much like His willingness to converse with Judas, 
despite what He knew to be his end, Jesus dialogued much with Pilate. This, in part, 
was God’s plan to have Pilate see without a doubt that Jesus was innocent. Jesus told 
Pilate that there was a power greater than his that was ordering this drama—this 
speeding train that Pilate could not stop and would not get off of. And Jesus said that 
there was a sin greater than Pilate’s—someone else who bore a greater blame, thereby 
passing sentence not only on Pilate, but on Caiaphas.  

The Trials 

One of the things that we feature in the event is a list of how many of their own laws the 
Sanhedrin broke when they tried Jesus—I counted more than of them, gathered from 
the lists of various authors. This is one place where I think I will tip my hand a bit, 
because a list posted at the event really doesn’t necessarily help us understand what a 
travesty of justice this so-called trial was. As you listen to all these illegalities, I want you 
to keep in mind the mission statement of the Sanhedrin— the motto of the Sanhedrin 
was this: ‘The Sanhedrin is to save, not to destroy life’. As you consider this “motto” 
it just makes this travesty of justice all the more heinous.  

1. The arrest was not justifiable since Jesus was not charged with a capital 
offense prior to His arrest. In fact, He was not charged with ANY offense prior to 
His arrest—totally illegal. 
 

2. It was illegal to arrest Him at night.  
 

3. The arresting mob was made up of Temple personnel and temple police, along 
with Roman soldiers [perhaps as many as 1,000 in all]. Yet it was improper for 
Roman soldiers to be present because there was no political charge. Again, 
there was no charge at all, let alone one which was a crime against the state. 
This is the first hint that it was the Sanhedrin’s desire all along to pass this on to 
Rome. Then they could claim it was not them, but Rome who killed Jesus, in the 
hopes the people would not blame them for His death.       
 

4. Just as with the arrest, holding court after dark, or within a few hours of dark, 
was illegal. But also remember, while they wanted to take Him quietly, they had 
said they did not want to do it during the feast. It was Jesus who set things in 
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motion by forcing Judas’ hand. One commentator suggested, was that they 
troops were most likely under orders to be as quiet as possible so they would not 
arouse the populace, or alert Jesus to their arrival. Jesus, since He was awake 
and expecting what was coming, either saw the torches, or heard them 
approach, but the advance was quiet enough that it did not wake the disciples—
Jesus had to do that Himself.  
 

5. To hold a trial on the eve of or day of a Holy Day was forbidden. Capital cases 
could not be tried on the eve of a Sabbath or of a festival day such as Passover. 
This is another reason why they did not want to arrest Jesus during the feast.  
 

6. Annas had no legal right to act as Judge, since he had ceased to be President 
of the Sanhedrin in AD 14, around 20 years before. This is an example of a 
“Temple Don” stepping out of the shadows to exercise his true power.  
 

7. For Caiaphas to hold the Sanhedrin court in his home was illegal. It was 
forbidden to pass the death sentence except in the Hall of Hewn Stone, which 
was next to the temple. It is possible that the 3rd hearing of Jesus was moved to 
this venue, in an attempt to bring the affair more in line with the law, but the 
decision had already been made, so moving it to pronounce it again was merely 
form. One thing that might confirm this move did occur is that when Judas “saw 
that Jesus had been condemned” he threw the money they had paid him into the 
temple. This would make more sense if the 3rd hearing had been near the 
temple. A note on this incident, If Judas had left the money at home, it would 
have gone to his heirs. If he’d left it in the street, it would have belonged to 
whomever found it. If he had put it in the Temple treasury, it would have been 
accepted, mixed in with the common offering. But by throwing it into the Temple, 
it was the one place that the Priests had to deal with it themselves. And their 
admission that it was blood money showed that they knew they had been part of 
the conspiracy. They had paid the blood money to begin with. Matthew 26:15;  
and asked, "What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?" So they 
counted out for him thirty silver coins. 27:4-8--4 "I have sinned," he said, "for I 
have betrayed innocent blood." "What is that to us?" they replied. "That's your 
responsibility." 5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he 
went away and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests picked up the coins and said, 
"It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood money." 7 So 
they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field as a burial place for 
foreigners. 8 That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 
 

8. Conducting a secret trial is forbidden. Jewish courts had a “sunshine rule” to 
keep trials from being rigged, as this one was.  
 
 

9. They were not to conduct a trial without a quorum of Sanhedrin members. The 
initial trial with Annas was hastily called, and not all members were present. 
During this night trial they made up their minds—actually their minds were made 
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up before the arrest—and they called Jesus back in to formalize their verdict at 5, 
so it would appear more legal, in the daylight.  
 

10. They could not charge the accused without the agreement between two 
witnesses.  
Numbers 35:30--'Anyone who kills a person is to be put to death as a murderer 
only on the testimony of witnesses. But no one is to be put to death on the 
testimony of only one witness.    
Deut. 17:6 --On the testimony of two or three witnesses a man shall be put to 
death, but no one shall be put to death on the testimony of only one witness.    
19:15 --15 One witness is not enough to convict a man accused of any crime or 
offense he may have committed. A matter must be established by the testimony 
of two or three witnesses. 
 
According to the Mishnah, “Formal agreement between the witnesses was more 
important that what actually was said or done.” Of course we know that none of 
their false witnesses could even agree. They hadn’t had enough time in the rush 
to properly prep them so their stories aligned. And even if they had the time, the 
Father would never have allowed their minds to work in harmony so that His 
innocent Son could have been falsely accused in a way where the charges would 
stick. 
 

11. To conspire with others to bear false witness was illegal. Exodus 20:16-- 16 
"You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” 
Exodus 23:1-- "Do not spread false reports. Do not help a wicked man by being a 
malicious witness. 
 

12. Judas’ deposition was invalid, for according to Leviticus 19:16-18, the testimony 
of an accomplice was illegal.  
 

13. To enter a trial with the verdict a foregone conclusion, as in a kangaroo 
court, was forbidden. John 11‐‐46 But some of them went to the Pharisees. They told 
the Pharisees what Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a 
meeting of the Sanhedrin. "What can we do?" they asked. "This man is doing many 
miraculous signs. 48 If we let him keep on doing this, everyone will believe in him. Then 
the Romans will come. They will take away our temple and our nation." 49 One of them 
spoke up. His name was Caiaphas. He was high priest at that time. He said, "You don't 
know anything at all! 50 You don't realize what is good for you. It is better if one man 
dies for the people than if the whole nation is destroyed." 
 

14. Condemnation of an innocent man was forbidden (REF) And remember, 
scripture shows they had planned His death before He was even arrested. 
 

15. They could not even begin a trial without formal charges. His trial began with 
them fishing for charges—flinging things against the wall hoping something 
would stick. 
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16. Jesus was not provided with legal counsel, which was a requirement. 

 
17. Testimony on Jesus’ behalf was not permitted, or even sought. Law required 

them to make a diligent effort to find someone to testify for the defendant. Not 
only that, they search for witnesses against Him.  
 

18. In capital offenses, the trial must BEGIN with reasons for acquittal, and not 
only were none given, only accusations were presented. 
 

19. Proofs must be presented to back up the evidence against the accused—
there were no proofs, but then, there really was no evidence 
 

20. Unless the prosecution first presented a case, the accused was not even to 
be questioned, let alone questioned by the judge. Instead, they were trying to 
get Jesus to give them grounds for charges. In other words, what is supposed to 
happen is something like a grand jury system that allowed for the prosecution 
to prove a case should even be brought to trial to begin with. A trial could not 
start without a reasonable case being made that charges were substantiated. 
This was not even attempted in Jesus’ case. Jesus was guilty until proven 
innocent, except that no effort was made to allow His innocence to be proven. 
 

21. It was illegal to attempt to compel the accused to testify against himself (an 
accused could not even be convicted by confession—there had to be at least one 
corroborating witness). Yet the entirely of their phony verdict hinged on Jesus 
declaring that He was the Son of God and Messiah. 
 

22. The accused should not be asked to defend himself, most especially before 
formal charges have been leveled (the beginnings of our “You have the right to 
remain silent”), yet Caiaphas badgered Jesus, “Are you not going to answer 
these witnesses?” This even though the witnesses had not agreed with each 
other. Jesus was not legally bound to answer. In fact, it would be better to say He 
was legally responsible not to answer since there were no charges to answer to, 
there were no agreeing witnesses to refute, and the rules were being broken right 
and left. It is rather difficult to play a rigged game with no set rules. Jesus did not 
dignify this sham of a trial. 

23. It was forbidden for the President of the Court to question the accused (he 
is supposed to be an impartial judge), and certainly should not act as a 
prosecutor. Yet both Annas and Caiaphas questioned and accused Him.  
 

24. Jesus’ statement about who he was did not meet the criteria under the law 
to be charged with blasphemy. One of the traps was how the question was 
worded. They had asked Him before about the Son of God issue, and He had 
answered them (REF quote), and there was nothing blasphemous about 
claiming to be the Messiah, because that is not a direct claim of divinity. But the 
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way they paired the two together is what caused the ruckus. Need to research 
this one a bit more.  
 

25. The High Priest was forbidden to tear his priestly garments. Leviticus 
21:10-- " 'The high priest, the one among his brothers who has had the anointing 
oil poured on his head and who has been ordained to wear the priestly garments, 
must not let his hair become unkempt or tear his clothes. 

26. It was forbidden to physically abuse the accused before conviction. The hit 
on the head during the hearing was a travesty of justice. 
 

27. It was illegal to give a verdict of condemnation without the delay of 24 
hours for the Sanhedrin to contemplate the sentence. Death sentences could 
not be rendered the same day as the trial. They were to fast and pray, and to 
refrain from anything that would distract them from contemplation of the life of the 
man.  
 

28. After the sentence was voted on, they would adjourn again, for a day and 
come back to reconsider. If the person who voted guilty had a change of heart 
they could change their vote, however if the person voted for life, he could not 
change his vote to death. Of course, this didn’t come close to happening.  
 

29. The mockery by the court was out of place and showed a complete disregard 
for law and order.  David speaks of this in two of his psalms, which reflect the 
mocking here and at the cross: 
 
13 Be pleased , O LORD, to deliver me: O LORD, make haste to help me. 14 Let them be 
ashamed and confounded together that seek after my soul to destroy it; let them be 
driven backward and put to shame that wish me evil. 15 Let them be desolate for a 
reward of their shame that say unto me, Aha, aha. 

16 With hypocritical mockers in feasts, they gnashed upon me with their teeth. 17 Lord, how 
long wilt thou look on ? rescue my soul from their destructions, my darling from the lions. 18 I 
will give thee thanks in the great congregation: I will praise thee among much people. 19 Let 
not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the 
eye that hate me without a cause. 20 For they speak not peace: but they devise deceitful 
matters against them that are quiet in the land. 21 Yea, they opened their mouth wide 
against me, and said , Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it. 22 This thou hast seen , O LORD: keep 
not silence : O Lord, be not far from me. 23 Stir up thyself, and awake to my judgment, even 
unto my cause, my God and my Lord. 24 Judge me, O LORD my God, according to thy 
righteousness; and let them not rejoice over me. 25 Let them not say in their hearts, Ah, so 
would we have it: let them not say , We have swallowed him up . 26 Let them be ashamed 
and brought to confusion together that rejoice at mine hurt: let them be clothed with shame 
and dishonor that magnify themselves against me. 
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30. Judas’ recantation of his conspiracy was not used in Jesus’ favor. When the very 

one who delivered Him into their hands recanted, that should have compelled 
them to reopen the case, according to their law.  
 

31. They looked for false witnesses, but according to their law, if a witness was 
proven false, they were to suffer the fate of the accused—in this case, death. 
Deuteronomy 19: 16 If a malicious witness takes the stand to accuse a man of a 
crime, 17 the two men involved in the dispute must stand in the presence of the 
LORD before the priests and the judges who are in office at the time. 18 The 
judges must make a thorough investigation, and if the witness proves to be a liar, 
giving false testimony against his brother, 
 

32. When it came time to render the verdict, they were to vote one by one, 
beginning with the younger members of the court, so they were not 
influenced or persuaded by the older members. However, Caiaphas 
dominated the proceedings. He cut off debate with the statement “what further 
need do we have to hear more?” Mt. 26:65-66; Mark 14:63-64.  He was 
determined to make quick work of the trial and get Jesus condemned than he 
was to get the truth. In fact, truth was not even on the docket for that trial. His 
influence prejudiced the court, leading to his foregone conclusion. Instead of 
taking the vote individually, starting with the younger, they took the vote 
collectively.  
 

33. Their law forbid there to be a unanimous vote for conviction in capital cases, 
but Caiaphas allowed for no opposition. 
 
 ‘The judge was not entitled to make up for the short comings of the 
prosecution by questioning the accused.’ “Caiaphas used insinuation, lies, 
badgering, self-incrimination of the defendant, and abjuration under oath to 
implement his previously made-up intent.” Gilmore 
 

34. It was forbidden to give/take a bribe regarding justice. Deuteronomy 27: 25 
"Cursed is the man who accepts a bribe to kill an innocent person." Then all the 
people shall say, "Amen!" 

 Exodus 23:8 NIV 
"Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds those who see and twists the words of the 
righteous. 

 Deuteronomy 16:19 NIV 
Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the 
eyes of the wise and twists the words of the righteous. 

 


