


Choices, Decisions, Verdicts
Every day is filled with choices, decisions, and verdicts, which each have 
consequences—some of which play out well beyond the span of our own 
lives. We see this displayed over the course of the hours between the 
Last Supper and the Tomb. Decisions impacting eternity, choices whose 
consequences were quickly exposed, verdicts that did as much to convict 
the judges as the accused—all would unfold in those hours.

We may not immediately understand how we could relate to an evil traitor 
like Judas or powerful despots such as Pilate and Herod, but if we look 
behind the unique roles of these characters to the motivations we might 
have in common, it may surprise us how our own choices, decisions, and 
verdicts resonate with theirs.

Feel free to move through the event at your own pace—to linger, or to 
pass by those who may wish to pause and reflect. While we expect this to 
be a solemn and reverent time, we do encourage parents to use this as an 
opportunity to quietly explain to their children the significance of what 
they are experiencing and to help them learn to evaluate their own choices.

This booklet offers the opportunity for deeper reflection and gives you 
a place to jot notes about what the Lord is revealing to you during this 
time, or questions you want to probe further. There will also be attendants 
available, should you need assistance.



Deciding to be Humble: 
Washing the Feet
There were many examples of the disciples vying for position; after all, 
they had visions of what this coming Kingdom would mean to them in 
terms of power. While they certainly would have been willing to wash 
the feet of their Master, the thought of choosing to humble themselves to 
kneel at the feet of their fellow disciples would have been dismissed with a 
shudder.

But Jesus’ repeated message to them had been that the greatest in His 
Kingdom would be the servant. There could be no clearer picture of this 
than when He, their Master, humbled Himself and got down to wash 
their feet. He showed them what it means to lead, by His definition—He 
led from His knees. He demonstrated this both through His humble 
servanthood, and through His constant, dependent prayers to His Father. 
This was His call upon their lives, and it extends to ours.

They chafed at this on so many levels. First, it was a shameful, unheard of 
thing for a Rabbi to do this—to humble Himself before His disciples. It 
embarrassed them for Him. Then, it embarrassed them because it stood in 
sharp contrast to their pride with one another, unmasking them. Next, it 
troubled them that the One who deserved their service had served them; 
it is the discomfort we all have with grace. It is human nature to strive to 
merit what is unmerited. Lastly, it called them out in ways they would not 
understand until they finally grasped the message of the cross.

Have you chosen to live out this call to lead from your knees, 
or are you still struggling to compete and compare yourself 
with others? How and with whom is the Lord calling you 
to choose to humble yourself? Have you taken the time to 
consider the wonder that the Son of God would humble 
Himself so, and has that caused you to worship? Have you 
asked Him to give you His attitude of humility and service?
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Choosing to Heed Truth:  
At the Last Supper
How seldom we truly know our own hearts. The disciples sincerely loved 
Jesus and could not conceive of deserting Him—Peter least of all. The 
Scriptures warn us to be careful when we think we stand, lest we fall. It is 
our overconfidence in ourselves that will trip us up every time. We often 
guard ourselves at our point of known weakness but leave our areas of 
perceived strength vulnerable to attack. The disciples would have never 
believed their loyalty was susceptible.

Jesus tried to warn them—not to change the outcome, for that was not 
in question, having been prophesied centuries before. But Jesus knew 
that every word that passed between them that night would ring in their 
ears for the rest of their lives and would be passed down to us for our 
edification, as well. He wanted them to know that He had known ahead of 
time what would happen and that, despite that knowledge, He still loved 
them. He also knew that, as they processed all that transpired through the 
Holy Spirit, they would begin to understand this message of humility and 
love. They would learn the dangers of doubting Him, while trusting in 
themselves and their own propensity for weakness.

Have you chosen to trust yourself rather than trust God? Have 
you chosen to leave your areas of strength unguarded? Have 
you chosen to disregard His voice?

CH
OI

CE
S,

 D
EC

IS
IO

NS
, V

ER
DI

CT
S



Deciding to Watch and Pray: 
In the Garden
Jesus had warned them, had invited them, and yet they did not choose to 
pray. They slept. They proved His words: the flesh is weak. What happened 
that night was necessary, including their failure. But His words would 
eventually be their reminder of the importance of prayer. If they wanted 
to have more than just a willing spirit, if they wanted strength in their 
weakness, they needed to watch and pray with Him—with Him!

The slippery slope to failure began with choosing to trust “self ” and doubt 
the Lord, then digressed to choosing to give in to the flesh instead of 
watching and praying to give strength to their spirits. This path will lead 
us to failure today, as well.

Have you heard the Lord call to you to watch and pray, but 
have chosen the flesh instead? Have you decided that “with 
Him” was too difficult, too uncomfortable? Does prayer have 
the place in your life that it should?
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Choosing His Will: Gethsemane
Jesus lived a life of dependence on and obedience to the Father, dwelling 
seamlessly in tune with His Father’s will. He knew why He had come 
and that He would suffer and die, and yet He still endured Gethsemane. 
We should not be surprised, then, if there may come a time when our 
obedience and willingness are put through the olive press to prove our 
decisions were not made lightly.

Have you faced a Gethsemane? Have you faced a time when 
you had to obey God, knowing that the consequences would 
be life-altering in very unpleasant ways? Have you found in a 
very personal way what the verse means, “He who seeks to 
save his life will lose it, but he who loses his life for my sake 
will find it”? Have you decided to surrender to the Father’s will, 
as Jesus did?
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Deciding to Do It My Way: The 
Betrayal
In contrast to Jesus’ submission to the will of the Father—“Thy will”—was 
Judas’ “my will.” Speculation as to Judas’ motives for his treachery include 
a disillusioning suspicion—that Jesus was not, in fact, the hoped-for 
Messiah—and the possibility that, by orchestrating this crisis, he would 
force Jesus’ hand, maneuvering Him into the position where He must act 
to establish His Kingdom.

Do we really need to be told that attempting to force God’s hand is 
unwise and impossible? It often appears we do. We might try to achieve by 
trickery or compromise, or manipulate what God seems to be delaying to 
give to us. Things may seem to go our way for a while, only to blow up in 
our faces later. But our “Ishmaels” mock us, our secrets tumble out of the 
shadows, and our most clever plans show us up for the fools we really are. 
So much for “my way”!

Has there been a time in your life when you have foolishly 
decided to try to maneuver God—to force Him to see things 
your way or act in your behalf? Has He ever given you what you 
wanted, along with the consequences that go with it? Are you 
living with those consequences right now? What has it taught 
you about such decisions?
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Our Verdicts on Others: 
Judging God
The Jewish leaders were big on rules. Remember, they were the ones who 
said that to drag a stick on the Sabbath was to plow, and they condemned 
Jesus for healing and His disciples for plucking grain when they were 
hungry—both on the Sabbath. Yet, when it suited them, they showed that 
the rules did not apply to them—not even their own rules.

They were so blinded by their objective to get Jesus out of the way that 
they were willing to do anything—even violate what they held sacred—
and justify themselves in doing so. They killed the Son of God and, 
incredibly, were convinced they were doing God a favor. Little did they 
realize they were rendering a verdict on God!

How often we humans choose to apply the rules so rigidly to the lives of 
others while rationalizing and justifying the exceptions to the rules when 
it comes to ourselves. Our judgment of others seems much clearer than 
our discernment of our own faults and motives. Scripture warns us that we 
will be judged by the same standard that we use to judge others. That in 
itself should be deterrent enough, yet we can’t seem to help ourselves.

Do you hold others to a higher standard than you hold 
yourself, rationalizing your own failures and faults? Have you 
reduced your “religion” to a set of rules and spend a lot of 
energy judging whether you (or others) are keeping them? Is 
there someone you need to decide to let off the hook? Even 
yourself, perhaps?
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Choosing to Deny: Peter’s 
Consequences
Perhaps we have never so boldly denied Jesus as Peter did, but we 
may have squirmed uncomfortably in those times when we had the 
opportunity to stand boldly for Him but decided not to. Or we may have 
compartmentalized our lives into how we act with our Christian friends 
and how we choose to act at work or school.

Depending on how intense our denial and how sensitive our conscience, 
we may find ourselves with a range of feelings of shame at our decision 
not to stand up for the One who bore the wrath of God for us on the 
cross. The consequences of our decision to deny may be veiled by a dulled 
conscience or may pierce us sharply.  We may encounter it in a private 
moment or be exposed for the world to see. Whatever the circumstance 
of our consequence, we would actually do well to choose to gaze into His 
eyes and to be confronted, as Peter was, with our failure—confronted in 
ways that cause us to weep and repent and to see the love and forgiveness 
in those eyes, which draw us to come to Him for forgiveness and 
restoration.

Have you been confronted with the consequence of a decision 
to deny Jesus or His ways? Have you been prone to choosing 
to compartmentalize your life, even tolerating things that 
you know are wrong, risking an exposure that could ruin your 
testimony? Do you have a sense that your decisions have 
dulled your sensitivity to His conviction and His presence in 
your life?
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Deciding to Destroy: Judas’ 
Consequence
Around that fire were two shattered men. One made a decision, the other 
a choice. Judas calculated, conspired, and connived in his decision to betray 
Jesus. Peter thoughtlessly chose to ignore Jesus’ warnings, His invitations 
to pray, His offering of the opportunity to leave the Garden unmolested. 
And now, from around that fire, the consequences of these decisions and 
choices have echoed down through the ages.

At this point, they each made more choices. One chose to repent and 
return; the other decided to despair and die in his sin. Judas continued 
to meet life his way instead of God’s. He decided to embrace the despair 
and further the destruction rather than turn in brokenness to God and 
ask forgiveness. Do you think he would not have been received by the 
boundless love of God if he had truly repented?

When we come to the place of brokenness, we are confronted with 
similar choices. As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 7:10, “Godly sorrow leads 
to repentance and salvation . . .” or we might decide on “worldly sorrow 
which leads to death.” Even if one does not decide to take one’s life, the 
choice of worldly sorrow brings spiritual death—separation from God. Let 
us not “decide for destruction.”

Have you ever been left with the sharp shards of your 
shattered consequences? Have you allowed brokenness to 
draw you to God, or have you turned away from Him in shame 
and despair? If you are keeping yourself at a distance from 
God because you have chosen the worldly sorrow, do you want 
to now decide to embrace true godly sorrow and repentance?
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Deciding to Deflect: Pilate I
Pilate’s long history of trouble left him in no mood to deal with the 
“hot potato” Jesus had become. Through his previous dealings with the 
Sanhedrin, Pilate had a pretty good sense that he was being forced into a 
no-win situation. Perhaps you know that feeling—annoyed, yet virtually 
helpless to wiggle out of the clutches of some powerful force or person. 
Pilate tried to avoid making a decision, feeling anything he did would 
make his life worse. But there is no way to avoid a decision about Jesus. 
Eventually we all make one, intentionally or not. Not to choose is to 
choose not to. The same can be said of our choice of whether to stand for 
Him or not.

Have you ever felt backed into a corner by force or 
manipulation? How has that affected the decision you made 
at the time? Have you tried to put off making a decision for 
Jesus or to follow through in obedience?
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Choosing to Send Jesus Away: 
Herod
How do we relate to Herod? He was decadent, powerful, and lived in an 
era that was so different from our own. And yet, there are things about 
him and his attitudes that have marked parallels to our current world. 
Herod could be called the Oprah of his day—rich, popular with the 
glitterati of his time, and eclectic in his spirituality. He was driven more by 
superstition than conviction and was looking to religion to give him thrills 
and chills through his desire to see signs and wonders. And when Jesus 
didn’t speak to him, didn’t perform for him, Herod mocked Jesus and sent 
Him away.

How many people do you know like that today? God didn’t perform 
for them like they wanted, so they sent Him packing. They wanted God 
for the entertainment value but didn’t get the thrill they wanted; they 
weren’t “moved,” so they went seeking something or someone else to give 
them the thrill they craved. Perhaps the God of the Bible didn’t fit their 
philosophy or demanded too much change in their lives, so they met their 
spiritual needs like they would in a Chinese restaurant, choosing a little 
from column A and something from column B. Do you know someone 
like this? Is it you?

Has God disappointed you—not performed like you wanted? 
Have you turned away? How is that working for you? Have 
you thought about what that might mean for you? Have you 
thought about what that might mean for you for eternity—when 
there is no way to turn away? Is it God who needs to adapt to 
you, or do you need to adapt to Him?
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Verdict of Expedience: Pilate’s 
Decision
Jesus talked to Pilate more than He did to the Sanhedrin or to Herod, 
with whom Jesus was completely silent. The Sanhedrin had hardened 
hearts and closed minds, so they were not reachable by anything Jesus 
had to say. Herod wasn’t interested in truth, just in entertainment. Even if 
Jesus had performed a miracle and spoken of salvation, it would not have 
penetrated because Herod was all surface.

But Jesus spoke to Pilate—Pilate, who was wrestling and frustrated and 
even afraid. Jesus didn’t have to do so. He wasn’t attempting to change the 
outcome because those arguments He left unsaid. But for Pilate’s sake, and 
ours, Jesus spoke. He spoke enough to make clear to Pilate that He was an 
innocent man.

This left Pilate with a deceptively simple decision. Despite all the 
complicated arguments and diversions, it all boiled down to: Jesus’ life or 
my life. Isn’t that the decision we all have to make? And not just at the 
moment of conversion, but daily.

Have you decided whether it will be your life or Jesus’ life —in 
regard to your eternal destiny? Do you struggle to choose His 
life over yours in your daily decisions? Have you given in to 
expedience—the temporary gain of the easy choice over the 
eternal reward of dying to your own desires? Is there some 
specific decision where you are being called to choose Jesus’ 
life or yours?
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Deciding to Endure: The 
Torture
Think about the hundreds of times throughout that night that Jesus could 
have chosen an easier path. Walk through the night and the next day in 
your mind and think about each incident of pain, abuse, insult, cruelty. 
There is nothing we are called to endure that He does not understand, no 
temptation to quit that has not passed through His own mind. But, for the 
joy He trusted would be on the other side, He endured. He chose the nails 
. . . the scourge . . . the thorns . . . the shame . . .

How long do you think you would have lasted before you 
said, “Enough!”? Is there something you are being called to 
endure? Have you turned to the Father for strength?

CH
OI

CE
S,

 D
EC

IS
IO

NS
, V

ER
DI

CT
S



Choosing Grace: The Thief
We are probably very familiar with Ephesians 2:8-9, which tells us that we 
are saved by grace alone, not works we do ourselves. But it is human nature 
to slide into “grace and . . .” All man-made religions have works as their 
base, and it is so much a part of our human DNA that Paul had to chide 
the Galatians because they had begun in grace but were trying to let works 
take over. But the thief had no chance for works, before or after salvation. 
He is not the exception for how someone is saved; he is the picture of the 
rule. Nothing we have done before, and nothing we can do after, earns us 
one bit of merit with God.

Did you start in grace but have now chosen to try to walk by 
works? Do you need to choose to re-embrace the truth that 
both your salvation and sanctification are acts of grace alone?
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Choosing to See: The 
Centurion
What act of God switches on the light and leads a darkened mind into 
truth? The Jewish leaders, although steeped in the truth of Scripture, were 
so spiritually blind they missed their Messiah entirely, stubbornly choosing 
to remain sightless. Pilate saw the truth of Jesus’ innocence and even 
fearfully suspected that He might indeed be the Son of God. But Pilate 
opted for life and power, which would pass away, rather than to take hold 
of eternal life.

Whatever revelation broke upon the hearts and minds of the thief and the 
Centurion, they chose to embrace it. When God gives us truth, we become 
responsible for it. While we are each called to make a once-in-a-lifetime 
decision to acknowledge Jesus as Savior, each day, many times a day, we 
decide whether or not we will acknowledge Him as Lord and follow Him 
in obedience.

Has the revelation of who Jesus is, as Savior and Lord, 
confronted you? What have you decided: Surrender? 
Obedience? How has it changed your life?
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Choosing Forgiveness: 
Identifying with the Lamb
Take a moment and think about the fact that Jesus bore your sin on the 
cross, that He took your punishment, that everything you have thought 
or said or done to offend a holy God was placed on Him, and He 
experienced the wrath of God intended for you. Too often, we lose sight of 
the impact of this truth and need to renew our gratitude for what He has 
done for us. Sometimes there are sins with which we continue to struggle, 
and we need a reminder that He died for those sins, too—that He knew 
all the sin we would ever commit before He chose to die for us.

In the Old Testament sacrificial system, the one bringing the sacrifice 
would place his hand on the head of the sheep to be offered, to identify 
with the sin for which this innocent creature would be giving its life to 
atone. It is important to acknowledge that Jesus not only died for sin in 
general but for what you and I have done, personally. By taking the slip of 
paper and writing either “my sin” or some specific sin and nailing it to the 
cross, you are symbolically identifying with Jesus’ sacrifice.



Choosing Jesus’ Way

CHOOSING HUMILITY:
Do you pray, often, that you will have the attitude of Jesus—humble, 
meek? He is infinite in power, fully equal to God, yet “did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped.” Do you grasp? Do you cling 
to your rights and your reputation? Are you in awe that Jesus gave up so 
much and willingly humbled Himself—all the way to the cross?

CHOOSING THE FATHER’S WILL:
Do you consistently choose the Lord’s will or insist all-too-frequently 
on your own? Do you choose the easy way, the less steep path, or follow 
His lead no matter how steep the way or how much it costs you? Are you 
stirred by how steadfast Jesus was in yielding to the Father’s will?

CHOOSING WEAKNESS:
Do you despise weakness in yourself or in others? Do you choose to let go 
of your need to be strong and allow His strength to be “made perfect” in 
your weakness? Does Jesus’ willingness to lay aside His power and choose 
weakness stun you into worship?

CHOOSING SUBMISSION:
What do Jesus’ words and example say to you that can help you in your 
decisions to submit, even in the face of authority that is sinful and unjust? 
Are you able to commit your cause to the One who judges justly for 
ultimate vindication? Are you amazed that Jesus would choose to submit 
to those who were so bent on evil?

CHOOSING ETERNAL GLORY:
When you are in the midst of struggle and suffering, how difficult is it for 
you to choose to look past the present agony to the promise of glory on 
the other side—and find joy? Does Jesus’ trust in the ultimate faithfulness 
of the Father cause you to adore Him even more?

CHOOSING TO REMAIN SILENT:
Do you choose to speak or not to speak based on a response to the stirring 
of the Spirit in your life, or in reaction to the people and events around 
you? Do you feel the need to justify or explain yourself to manage the 
perceptions of others? Do you need to ask the Lord to teach you more 
about the discipline of silence, so you can hear Him better? Do you admire 
Jesus for His restraint and strength?



CHOOSING SELFLESSNESS:
Are you willing to choose to follow Jesus by putting the Father’s will and 
the needs of others ahead of your own comfort? Do you regularly examine 
your actions to see if you are merely acting on your own agenda or seeking 
the Lord for His? Does it move your heart that Jesus is so concerned for 
you that He laid aside His own comfort to save you?

CHOOSING TO DIE:
Unlike the countless sheep who were sacrificed as hapless victims of 
the sins of men, Jesus gave Himself willingly. Because of His love of 
His Father and His love for those He would redeem, He chose to lay 
down His life. What is your choice? Out of love for Him, and for those 
for whom He died, will you choose to lay down your life, set aside your 
agenda, willingly become a living sacrifice? Take a moment and let the 
wonder of all Jesus chose to do for you settle in to your heart and mind. 
Worship, then choose to follow.



Choosing to Love: 
Transforming Power
You don’t have to be who you’ve been before. The Good News has to do 
with this transformation—from death to life, from sinner to saint, from 
walking in the flesh to walking by the Spirit. The sweetest toddler in the 
nursery needs to be transformed. The most effective soul winner on the 
Outreach Team needs to be transformed. None of us will achieve the 
perfect likeness of Christ in our lifetime—we all need to be transformed 
by His love and power.

If we have become so content with our salvation from hell that we are not 
pursuing spiritual growth, or if we’ve decided that, compared to others, 
we’re doing just fine, then we need to do some serious soul-searching. 
God’s transforming love is a life-long process, which conforms us to His 
image and draws us ever nearer to His heart.

His love meets us at our need, and we have very little real concept of just 
how needy we are. The thief knew it, and we need to pray for a better 
understanding of it ourselves. Such knowledge will never let us wander 
far from the shadow of the cross—not because we lack in forgiveness but 
because we will always remember how much we need His grace.

Have you been stuck in who you were before? Have you grown 
complacent with your spiritual condition? Have you forgotten 
how powerfully transforming the love of God is in your life or 
in the life of someone else? Do you need to repent of your 
complacency and ask the Lord to renew His transforming work 
in your life?
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Deciding to Stand: Coming 
Out of the Shadows
Enter the tomb and sit for a moment, without the sights and sounds and 
other stimuli assaulting your senses. Until the Lord returns, the grave is 
the destiny of all men, for death is the terrible price we pay for the Fall. 
But we can face the grave without fear because Jesus died for our sins. 
Therefore, we have hope beyond the grave. King David prayed, “Teach me 
to number my days aright, that I may gain a heart of knowledge.” Take a 
moment here to do just that.

Ecclesiastes says there is a time to speak and a time to refrain from 
speaking. There are certainly places around the world where one would 
face certain death if one’s faith in Jesus were openly proclaimed, but even 
in those places there comes a time when a believer will be called on to 
stand for his or her faith, even if that means a martyr’s death. However, 
more often than not, what keeps us from standing boldly is not fear of life 
but fear of loss—loss of friends, loss of business, loss of approval. If we 
are to stand boldly for Jesus, we need to decide ahead of time. With such 
a choice already made in our hearts, we will be less likely to waiver when 
called to stand strong.

Have you ever stayed in the shadows when the time came that 
someone needed to stand up for Jesus? Have you asked the 
Lord to give you the strength you will need if ever called upon 
to stand boldly for Him? Have you decided ahead of time, “By 
Your strength, I am determined to stand”?
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Your Verdict
Like the Pharisees and Pilate, every one of us judges God. We judge 
whether or not He is trustworthy, loving, and powerful enough for us to 
place our faith in Him—for eternity and for every moment of our lives 
until then. But the reality is, our judgments about Him do not affect Him 
at all. Ultimately, our judgments about Him end up being our verdict on 
ourselves. Will we remain forever “guilty” because we have not trusted in 
His promise to fully pardon? Or will we believe that we have been offered 
forgiveness through His grace and take hold of that as a certainty?

As we come to the end of this Good Friday event, let’s examine ourselves 
in relation to the choices, decisions, and verdicts rendered by the others 
we’ve considered today. What will our verdict be?

PRIDE, VYING FOR POSITION:
It’s been said that we know how much of a servant’s heart we have by how 
we react when we are treated like a servant. How is your heart? Do you 
feel any sense of competition or comparison with other believers?

DENYING THE STATE OF OUR HEARTS:
Do you have a healthy self-doubt? Are you prone to overconfidence in 
yourself, your strength?

NEGLECT OF PRAYER:
Prayer is the key to spiritual power, and even more importantly, it is the 
threshold to the presence of God. How vital is your prayer life? How deep 
is your connection to the Lord?

CHOOSING MY WAY OVER GOD’S WILL:
How often do you choose plan B over God’s plan A? How often do you 
insist on your timing, your plans, your outcome? Have you turned your 
back on God’s will for you?

CHOOSING LAW OVER GRACE:
Have you chosen to be a rule-keeper, even subtly, trying to earn God’s 
favor? It is easy to say “no,” but ask God to show you if you are. Are you 
judging others by your standards and lacking in grace toward them?



HYPOCRISY:
Are you more in tune with what is an outward appearance than inward 
integrity? Have you allowed hypocrisy to creep in to maintain an image?

FAILURE TO STAND:
Do you have any sense of shame over a time when you have failed to stand 
for your faith? Are you compromising in any area of your life right now, 
where you need to make a clear-cut decision to stand clearly for Jesus?

REMORSE WITHOUT REPENTANCE:
Does a besetting sin, a chronic moral weakness, have you in its grip? Do 
you seem vulnerable to it no matter how much you regret it? Have you 
asked the Lord to show you how to move beyond an endless cycle of sin 
and remorse to a place of repentance and freedom?

CHOOSING MY LIFE OVER JESUS’ LIFE:
How often do you fail here? How often do you let the pressures of the 
moment or the cries of your flesh cause you to choose the desire for what 
is easy in the moment to have rule in your attitudes, motivations, and 
actions?

WANTING GOD TO PERFORM:
When God disappoints you by not working things out the way you want 
or when you aren’t getting the thrill you used to, what is your reaction? Do 
you give up and go on to something or someone else? Do you settle for the 
superficial trappings of religious ritual and think there is nothing more to 
be had?

INDIFFERENCE TO TRUTH:
Have you hardened yourself to God’s truth because it is too difficult for 
you to deal with or flies in the face of what you want? Have you decided 
that it is easier to plead ignorance than to live with integrity?

ADDING TO TRUTH:
Have you allowed your traditions, opinions, or preferences to weigh you 
and others down? Have your additions to God’s truth kept you and others 
back from God’s grace and love?



UNFORGIVINGNESS:
Have you refused to accept God’s forgiveness for some sin in your life? Do 
you feel God’s forgiveness is for other people but not for you? How do you 
justify that, given Jesus’ full and free forgiveness of your sin against Him?

CROWD INFLUENCE:
How susceptible are you to the opinions of your friends, the pressures of 
the culture to conform, and your own desire to just go with the flow?



Verdict Card
Now that you have filled out your card and see where you stand in light 
of these charges, you have the same choice as Peter or Judas or any of 
the people we have considered today—repentance or regret. Do you look 
to Jesus for forgiveness, or do you decide to reject His way and struggle 
futilely to carry the weight of your guilt on your own? If you have chosen 
to trust in Jesus for the full forgiveness of all your sins, you may take the 
stamp and mark your card “Forgiven,” knowing that those who look to 
Him to be their Savior will, like the thief, receive His grace and be with 
Him in paradise when they die.

If you would like to speak with someone about any decisions you have 
made today, please look for someone with a Guide badge.

Communion
If you have a personal relationship with Jesus and have trusted Him as 
your Savior, we invite you now to take communion. The elements are on 
the table under the cross. When you are finished, you may choose to stop 
and ponder for a while all that you have experienced. There may be more 
choices, decisions, or verdicts you need to consider as you ready yourself 
to face the world beyond this event. Feel free to linger here in quiet 
reflection.



Additional Notes






